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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

 

DEPARTMENT:  Community Development MEETING DATE:  June 1, 2021 

PREPARED BY:  Kerri Zessau, Project Coordinator AGENDA LOCATION:  AR-1 

 

TITLE:  Expenditure of Art in Public Places Funds in an Amount not to Exceed $15,500 for the Installation 
of the Seventh Neighborhood Treasure Landmark by Donna Hargett to Commemorate Leroy “Buster” Criss 
 

OBJECTIVE: To authorize the expenditure of an amount not to exceed $15,500 in restricted Art in Public 

Places funds to install a Neighborhood Treasure landmark post and art piece commemorating Leroy 
“Buster” Criss. 
 

BACKGROUND: Initiated in 2018 by the in Art in Public Places (AIPP) Committee, the Neighborhood 
Treasure program has worked to celebrate historically and culturally significant Monrovians through the 
installation of public art in residential neighborhoods. Pursuant to the Neighborhood Treasures program, 
individuals are identified for recognition based on input from local historians and Monrovia Area 
Partnership (MAP) Leaders. Each art piece is designed by an artist selected through a competitive 
process, and each installation includes a decorative informational plaque describing the community 
contributions of the individual being recognized. Given that the program was designed to reinforce the 
importance of Monrovia’s neighborhoods, each piece of art is placed into a specific residential 
neighborhood that is relevant to the identified community member. 
 
To date, the AIPP and City Council have identified and approved six (6) Neighborhood Treasures: 
 

1. Colonel Allen Allensworth (2018) - at Second Baptist Church (925 South Shamrock Avenue) 
 

2. Kate Wright (2018) - on the 500 block of West Cypress Avenue 
 
3. Bettie Mae Scott (2018) - on the 500 Block of West Maple Avenue 
 
4. Japanese Monrovians (2019) - 300 West Cypress Avenue 
 
5. Francisco Gutierrez and Felix Gutierrez (2019) – to be installed in 2021 in close proximity to the 

Monrovia Historical Museum 
 

On January 25, 2020, as part of the MAP quarterly meeting, Leroy “Buster” Criss was selected as the 
seventh Neighborhood Treasure.  Much of the history known about Mr. Criss was gathered from the City 
Historian and family members. 
 
Mr. Criss was a resident of Monrovia and attended the Monrovia Arcadia Duarte High School. He also 
took flying lessons at the Monrovia Airport. These lessons ended up serving him well during World War II 
when he joined the military on December 6, 1943. He was first assigned to Biloxi, Mississippi for basic 
training, and was soon transferred to the Tuskegee Army Air Base for Aviation Cadet training.  Upon 



completion his aviation education, he joined the 477th Bombardment Group. 
 
The Tuskegee Airmen were the first African American military aviators in the United States Armed Forces. 
During World War II, the American military was racially segregated, as was much of the federal 
government. This occurred because black Americans in many U.S. states were still subject to Jim Crow 
laws which legalized segregation. Mr. Criss was eventually promoted to Lieutenant at some point during 
his military career.   
 

Mr. Criss was not only one of the original Tuskegee Airmen pilots; he also spent 37 years as a highly-
respected high school teacher in the Los Angeles area following his military service. Unfortunately, he 
was never given the opportunity to teach in Monrovia due to the color of his skin. 
 
The AIPP Committee would like to recognize Mr. Criss for military service with the Tuskegee Airmen, the 
first group of African American aviators 
 

ANALYSIS: A Call for Artist was released in January 2021. The document was distributed to numerous 
artists and groups, including the Monrovia Association of Fine Arts (MAFA). After reviewing the three 
proposals received at their meeting on May 19, 2021, the AIPP Committee voted unanimously to move 
forward with artwork submitted by Donna Hargett.  
 
Ms. Hargett is a Monrovia resident who has over 25 years of experience as a professional artist. Her 
specialty is painting murals. Some of Ms. Hargett’s work includes, but is not limited to, “The Poppies” 
mural in Recreation Park, the “Japanese Americans” mural at the corner of Cypress Avenue and Magnolia 
Avenue, and the vinyl art wrap around the Portland Loo in Julian Fisher Park.  
 
Following the AIPP Meeting, staff learned that the airplane shown in Ms. Hargett’s approved rendering 
was historically inaccurate. The original proposal (Attachment A) displays a P51 Mustang Aircraft (also 
known as a “Red Tail) in the foreground when indeed Mr. Criss flew a Bomber. Staff contacted Ms. Hargett 
who then revised the art to reflect the accurate aircraft.  She also removed the reference to the “Red Tails.” 
The revised rendering is included in Attachment B.   
 
Staff has included both the initial and revised renderings in the report for reference, as the updated 
proposal was not submitted in color. Ms. Hargett will keep the overall artistic theme of the treasure in the 
final product. This includes a multi-colored, circular art piece depicting Mr. Criss in his flying gear in front 
of his aircraft with the aircraft’s wings extending beyond the background.  
 
The overall art piece would be nine feet tall and 40 inches wide. The art will be made out of pressed metal 
and molded resin. It will be painted using a high quality ultra violet resistant exterior acrylic paint in the 
colors shown in the original proposal (Attachment A).   
 
If the City Council authorizes the expenditure for this Neighborhood Treasure, it will be placed in the 200 
Block of East Maple Avenue where Mr. Criss lived.  The installation will take place at the end of July with 
a celebration to be held in August. The exact dates are to be determined. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: The amount budgeted for the Neighborhood Treasure is $15,500, which will cover the 
cost of design, fabrication, and installation.   Funding for the project is available in the Art in Public Places 
Fund. 
 
OPTIONS: The following options are presented for the consideration: 
 

1. Approve the proposal by Donna Hargett and appropriate an amount not to exceed $15,500 for the 
fabrication and installation of the Neighborhood Treasure landmark recognizing Leroy “Buster” 
Criss.  

 

2. Reject this project and provide Staff with additional direction. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Both the AIPP Committee and staff recommend Option 1. 
 



COUNCIL ACTION REQUIRED: If the City Council concurs, the appropriate action would be a motion 
to appropriate and authorize the expenditure of an amount not to exceed $15,500.00 from the Art in 
Public Places fund for the installation of a Neighborhood Treasures Landmark recognizing Leroy “Buster” 
Criss, and authorize the City Manager to execute the necessary documents in a form approved by the 
City Attorney. 
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