Al-America City

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT !l”l!

DEPARTMENT: City Manager MEETING DATE: September 7, 2021

PREPARED BY: Dylan Feik, City Manager AGENDA LOCATION: AR-1

TITLE: Vote of “No Confidence” in Los Angeles County District Attorney George Gascon, Resolution
No. 2021-51

OBJECTIVE: To discuss the proposed resolution and vote or provide direction

BACKGROUND: At the City Council meeting on June 1, 2021, the City Council appointed a
subcommittee comprised of the City Manager, Chief of Police, Mayor Pro Tem Gloria Crudgington and
Councilmember Blackburn to meet with District Attorney Gascon and return and report. Mayor Pro Tem
Crudgington and Councilmember Blackburn will provide a separate report to the City Council, and
Councilmember Blackburn asked that a proposed resolution of “no confidence” be on the City Council
agenda.

As of August 20, 2021, approximately 25 cities have approved resolutions supporting a vote of no
confidence, including Arcadia, Azusa, Beverly Hills, Covina, Diamond Bar, La Habra Heights, La
Mirada, La Verne, Lancaster, Manhattan Beach, Norwalk, Palmdale, Palos Verdes Estates, Pico
Rivera, Redondo Beach, Rosemead, San Dimas, San Gabriel, Santa Clarita, Santa Fe Springs, Temple
City, Torrance, Walnut, West Covina, and Whitter.

DISCUSSION: In response to requests from the public to consider a vote of no confidence, following
the reports of the subcommittee members, the City Council should consider the attached resolution
adopting a vote of “no confidence” in Los Angeles County District Attorney George Gascon.

FISCAL IMPACT: There is no fiscal impact associated with this action.

RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the City Council consider Resolution No. 2021-51 and adopt
or reject as necessary or, if deemed appropriate, provide further direction to staff.

COUNCIL ACTION REQUIRED: Pleasure of the City Council.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2021-51

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
MONROVIA, CALIFORNIA, ADOPTING A VOTE OF “NO
CONFIDENCE” IN LOS ANGELES COUNTY DISTRICT
ATTORNEY GEORGE GASCON

WHEREAS, the City of Monrovia values and places the highest priority on public safety
and protecting its community;

WHEREAS, the City of Monrovia strives to maintain effective public safety and protection
for life, property and the environment; and

WHEREAS, Los Angeles County District Attorney George Gascon issued a series of
Special Directives in December 2020, including Special Directives 20-07 and 20-08; and

WHEREAS, Special Directive 20-07 lists numerous misdemeanor charges and orders
Deputy District Attorneys to decline or dismiss such charges before arraignment without
conditions and without exception for some crimes such as loitering to commit prostitution, public
intoxication, drinking in public and possession of drugs and drug paraphernalia. Other charges,
such as disturbing the peace, making criminal threats, trespass and resisting arrest must be
similarly declined or dismissed, unless a Deputy District Attorney is able to successfully lobby and
convince the District Attorney that some exception or exceptional “factors for consideration” exist;
and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Special Directive 20-07 the District Attorney’s office has declined
to prosecute 323 misdemeanor charges submitted by the Monrovia Police Department between
December 8, 2020 and August 25, 2021; and

WHEREAS, Special Directive 20-08 orders Deputy District Attorneys not to use several
sentencing enhancements available under existing law, including gang enhancements and drug
enhancements, including a ban on seeking enhanced penalties for adults who induce or intimidate
children into selling heroin or cocaine on school grounds, church or synagogue grounds,
playgrounds, or day care facilities; and

WHEREAS, the Special Directives undermine the deterrent effects of various criminal
laws and penalties that were meant to protect the public, including the residents of the City of
Monrovia; and

WHEREAS, it is of the utmost importance for the City of Monrovia that criminal justice
reform policies that aim to restructure or amend prosecutorial responsibilities are consistent with
state law and issued with reasonable intent and priority to enhance public safety and protect the
general public and victims’ rights;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
MONROVIA DOES HEREBY FIND, DETERMINE, RESOLVE AND ORDER AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. The Monrovia City Council joins other city councils in expressing a vote of
“no confidence” in Los Angeles County District Attorney George Gascoén and hereby directs staff
transmit this Resolution to applicable and interested offices and organizations.



SECTION 2. The City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this resolution.

PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED this 7th day of September, 2021.

Tom Adams, Mayor
City of Monrovia

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Alice D. Atkins, MMC, City Clerk Craig A. Steele, City Attorney
City of Monrovia City of Monrovia
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