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DEPARTMENT: Community Development MEETING DATE: August 2, 2023

PREPARED BY: Craig Jimenez, Community Development Director AGENDA LOCATION: AR-1

TITLE: Expenditure of Art in Public Places Funds in an Amount not to Exceed $16,500.00 for Installation of
the Neighborhood Treasure Landmark by Phillip Godinez to Commemorate Isaac Epperson

OBJECTIVE: To approve the design and authorize the expenditure to install a Neighborhood Treasure
landmark post and art piece commemorating Isaac Epperson

BACKGROUND: Initiated in 2018 by the in Art in Public Places (AIPP) Committee, the Neighborhood
Treasure program has worked to celebrate historically and culturally significant Monrovians through the
installation of public art in residential neighborhoods. Pursuant to the Neighborhood Treasures policy,
individuals are identified for recognition based on input from local historians, community members, the
Historic Preservation Commission, and Monrovia Area Partnership (MAP) Leaders.

Each art piece is designed by an artist selected through a competitive process, and each installation
includes a decorative informational plague describing the community contributions of the individual being
recognized. Given that the program was designed to reinforce the importance of Monrovia’s
neighborhoods, each piece of art is placed into a specific neighborhood relevant to the identified community
member.

To date, the AIPP Committee and City Council have identified, approved, and celebrated seven
Neighborhood Treasures. The recipients and treasure locations can be found on the Art in Public Places
Art Map on the City’s website.

ANALYSIS: In January 2023, MAP Leaders selected Isaac Epperson as a Neighborhood Treasure
recipient. Much of the history known about Mr. Epperson was gathered from local historians, the Monrovia
ChangeMakers publication, and family members.

Isaac Epperson was the first President of Monrovia’s National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP) — a position he held for over 20 years. Under his leadership, the Monrovia NAACP broke
barriers with the integration of Monrovia’s swimming pool, stores, and restaurants. His leadership also
helped black women acquire jobs in retail stores, banks, the school district, and utility companies.

Additional information on Isaac Epperson from Monrovia’s “ChangeMakers” is attached to this report.
A Call for Artist was released in June 2023. The document was distributed to numerous artists and groups,
including the Monrovia Association of Fine Arts (MAFA). Two proposals were submitted. At their July 19,

2023, meeting, the AIPP Committee reviewed the proposals and voted unanimously to move forward with
artwork submitted by Phillip Godinez (Image No. 1) with the following design modifications:
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1. Revise the bottom of the art to reflect the same shape as the top
2. Move the trees from the side of the art to the bottom

Staff worked with Mr. Godinez to create a sketch of the requested revisions (Image No 2). If approved,
Staff will finalize design details with the artist prior to fabrication. Mr. Godinez is a professional artist who
has over 25 years of experience in the special effects industry. His expertise includes sculptures and set
designs with an emphasis on faces. Mr. Godinez has experience with large-scale special events and his
work was featured in an independent movie.

The art includes:

o A 30"tall by 22" wide cast resin plaque with raised gold painted edges

e The prominent image of Mr. Epperson, the NAACP logo, trees, and mountains will be a sculpted
and painted relief
Lettering will be perfected with stencils
The background will be finished to look like stone
The bold colored paint will be ultra violet resistant exterior acrylic paint
The design includes the words “Breaking Barriers” and “Removing Restrictions,” which reflects Mr.
Epperson’s actions. Mr. Epperson’s name and nickname “Doll Baby” will also be included on the
art, as well as “Neighborhood Treasures.”

The art will be attached to the Treasures pole using a metal and resin backing that will be bolted and
welded.

If the City Council authorizes the expenditure for this Neighborhood Treasure, it will be placed in close
proximity to the 200 Block East Central Avenue, the block Mr. Epperson lived on with his wife. The
installation will take place in mid-September, with the celebration being held later that month.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT: Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the City’s
local CEQA Guidelines, this action (“project”) is covered by the general rule that CEQA that applies only to
projects that have the potential for causing significant effect on the environment. Since it can be seen with
certainty that there is no possibility that the approval will have a significant effect on the environment, the
activity is not subject to CEQA.

FISCAL IMPACT: The amount budgeted for the Neighborhood Treasure is $16,500. This amount
includes $12,000 for the artist and $4,500 for the company that provides and installs the treasures pole.
The costs of the pole and installation has increased over the last 18 months due to the rise in prices of
materials and labor. Funding for the project is available in the Art in Public Places Fund.

OPTIONS: The following options are presented for the consideration:

1. Approve the proposal with the modified concept by Phillip Godinez and appropriate an amount not
to exceed $16,500 for the fabrication and installation of the Neighborhood Treasure landmark
recognizing Isaac Epperson.

2. Reject this project and provide Staff with additional direction.

RECOMMENDATION: Both the AIPP Committee and staff recommend Option 1.
COUNCIL ACTION REQUIRED: If the City Council concurs, the appropriate action would be a motion to
authorize the expenditure in an amount not to exceed $16,500.00 from the Art in Public Places fund for

the installation of a Neighborhood Treasures Landmark recognizing Isaac Epperson, and authorize the
City Manager to execute the necessary documents in a form approved by the City Attorney.
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Attachment A

Isaac Epperson

Under his determined

leadership, Monrovia’s
NAACP took the lead in

integrating Monrovia

Isaac Epperson (known later by family and friends as *Doll Baby’) was

A ChangeMaker

Local accomplishments
attributed to Isaac include the
integration of the local
swimming pool, job
opportunities for Black women
in banking, retail and the
school district.
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born in 1899 in Texarkana, Texas to a family with 5
children. Ar 16, he traveled to California by train
with his siblings and father. His father died en route,
but the children were afraid to tell the conductor.
When it was discovered, the children were put off
the train in Arizona and left with a Black mortician.
Eventually they were picked up by their older
brother who had come to California before them. He
lived for a while with a brother in Oroville.

Isaac moved to Southern California, where he met
Leanna, who had traveled from Oklahoma to Los



Angeles with her sister. They married and bought 2 home in Venice,

California. In 1934 they decided to purchase land in Monrovia, where
it would be better for Leanna’s health. They bought a large plot of
land and built a home. On this land they raised chickens, ducks and

Elmira Enge and Isaac Epperson - Community
Activists from Second Baptist Church.

pigeons, grew avegetable garden and had fruit
trees.

Isaac worked as butler and chauffeur before
moving to Monrovia. Upon moving to Monrovia
Isaac began to do janitorial work, sometimes
hiring others to help him who needed short term

work. Leanna worked as a domestic — the most
common job open to Black women at the time.

Once they began living in Monrovia, they found
racial practices to be a challenge they had to work
around, which they did. There was a significant
amount of segregation that Black families
experienced — in employment, in where they could
live, and where they could shop, and an absence of
Black teachers in schools. Still, there was a stable
and relatively affluent Black community, made up
of citizens who owned nice homes with well-
groomed vards and jobs for men and women at

factories such as Day and Night, Goodyear and McDonnell Douglas.

“Despite just a formal sixth grade education,
Laac was a well-read man who could recite
the Bible scriptures verbatim from memory.”

Betty Fisher Thomas
Raised by Isaac and Leanna Epperson

Isaac and Leanna joined Second Baptist Church
and Isaac worked closely with the long time pastor,
George Bailey. Isaac was a very spiritual man, but
also put his faith and his church relationships to
work on behalf of his community. When parents
were contacted when a Black child had gotten into
trouble, Mr. Epperson and Reverend Bailey were
the ones called upon by the parents to come
counsel the family.



In 1949. a lawyer from the Pasadena NAACP, Mr. Johnson, came to
speak to the community about the need for change. The Monrovia
Branch of the NAACP was formed and Isaac took the lead - serving on
and off as President for the next 20 years. Under Isaac’s leadership,
the Monrovia NAACP lead the integration of Monrovia’s swimming
pool, uptown stores and restaurants. The NAACP was responsible for
local Black women eventually acquiring jobs in retail stores, banks,
the school district, the telephone company and the gas company.

Isaac was key to making this happen by calling on influential
individuals and using his powerful oratorical skills to convince leaders
of the need for change.

When he spoke, people
listened. Isaac, several adults
and children had gone to the
swimming pool to swim on a day
that Black citizens were not
allowed to swim. After a few
attempts and his pointing out to
the City Council that Black
taspayers of Monrovia should
be able to swim any day of the
week, the swimming pool
restriction was removed. He
also found Black stockowners of
the telephone company and had
them get the phone company to
give equal consideration to qualified Black job applicants. As
President of the NAACP., he insisted the School District hire Black
teachers and clerical staff. In short, he used his ability to build solid
relationships and his *warrior-like’ determination to create concrete
change in the lives of many.

One of the lives he had a profound impact on was Bob Bartlett’s,
whom Isaac Epperson mentored. Bob Bartlett was President of the
Junior NAACP and eventually Monrovia’s first Black Mayor.

Isaac Epperson’s skills and willingness to play a leadership role in the
Monrovia Black community has had a direct and an indirect influence
on both the local Black community and on the city of Monrovia thatis



