HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

STAFF REPORT
APPLICATION: HL-159 AGENDA ITEM: PH-1
PREPARED BY: Craig Jimenez MEETING DATE: August 25, 2021
Director
TITLE: Historic Landmark HL-159

812 Norumbega Drive

APPLICANT: Tom and Sarah Adams
812 Norumbega Drive
Monrovia, CA 91016

REQUEST: Applicant is requesting Historic Landmark designation for a ranch style
home that was constructed in 1957

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION:  Categorical Exemption (Class 31)

BACKGROUND: The owners of the property at 812 Norumbega Drive have submitted an
application for historic landmark designation pursuant to the City’s Historic Preservation
Ordinance.

ANALYSIS: The subject property is located on the south side of Norumbega Drive, just east
of Bradoaks Avenue. Based on building permit records, the single-family dwelling was
constructed in 1957 by Rosemead-based builder Max Dillman.

The ranch style dwelling has a number of features indicative of the style including a low-profile
cross gable on hip roof; gable on hip is also known as a Dutch gable roof. The house has
shallow eaves with rounded, exposed rafters that do not extend beyond the edge of the roof.
The front (north) elevation has wide clapboard siding; painted brick wainscot with decorative,
double hung windows with a diamond pattern on both the upper and lower sash. A small front
gable roof was added in 2018 to  puE—E :

extend the porch toward the |
street. This is the only
significant structural alteration.
The house is substantially
intact and well preserved.

The other three elevations are
stucco with single pane wood
double hung windows. The
topography is incorporated into
the design. The property
slopes down, away from the =
street, an attached side loading




garage is at the rear of the house at the basement level. A full description of the house can be
found on the attached DPR.

The applicant had submitted the application for designation focused on architecture; however,
staff believes that designation based on association is more compelling and has greater merit
as described below.

Ownership History
Based on information from the applicant, over the past 60+ years, the house has been under
the ownership of three families:

e 1957-1998 — Donald & Eunice Davidson, and Thomas Davidson

e 1998-2004 — Anthony & Rosemary Meadows

e 2004 - present — Sarah and Tom Adams

Staff research did not result in any information that would imply that either members of the
Davidson or Meadows families were significant in Monrovia’s history. However, 17-year
resident of this house, Tom Adams has served the community in a number of capacities, most
notably as a member of the Monrovia City Council.

Under the Public and Private Institutional Development Context, his significance and
involvement in the community fit under two themes: Private Institutional Development and
Governmental Services and Infrastructure. Prior to his municipal service, he has a long history
of involvement in business and private service organizations (Context Statement Theme:
Private Institutional Development). His involvement in the community include:

President of Santa Anita YMCA

President of the Volunteer Center of the San Gabriel Valley
President of the Rotary Club of Monrovia

Board member of Santa Anita Family Services

President of the Monrovia-Duarte Board of Realtors

Within the theme of Governmental Services and Infrastructure, a significant individual is
someone who made important contributions to the public and/or private institutional
development of the City. Tom Adams has been involved in Monrovia’s local government since
1990, first serving on the Monrovia Planning Commission from 1990 until elected to City
Council in 1994. Beginning his first term in April 1994, he has served continuously on the City
Council since that time. In 2015, he was directly elected Mayor and subsequently reelected to
that position in 2017 and 2020. At the end of April 2021, he became the longest serving
member of the City Council in Monrovia’s history. His current term ends in June 2022.

His tenure on the Planning Commission and City Council represents a period of tremendous
change and innovation in Monrovia’s City government. The implementation of significant policy
initiatives implemented have, and will continue to positively impact Monrovia’s future. Starting
with his tenure on the Planning Commission, he was involved in the development of the Historic
Preservation Ordinance and a comprehensive update of the Monrovia General Plan and
Zoning Ordinance which have served as the foundation for land use planning for the past three
decades.

As Councilmember, he contributed to, participated in and/or supported:
e Adoption of the Historic Preservation Ordinance



e Approval of the Krikorian Theater in Old Town providing a needed anchor

e Comprehensive hillside planning process and the creation of the Monrovia Hillside
Wilderness Preserve

e Implementation of the Art in Public Places program

e Implementation of the Monrovia Area Partnership (MAP)

e Development of Colorado Commons and construction of a public parking structure in
Old Town

e Construction of a new library

e Paragon (first high density project near downtown)

e General Plan Update creating the Old Town Extension planning area and creation of
Station Square Transit Village Guidelines which provided zoning for a substantial
increase in housing opportunities

As Mayor:

e Adoption of the comprehensive Neighborhood Study/Neighborhood compatibility
strategies and ordinance to help preserve the character of Monrovia’s neighborhoods

e Adoption of the Demolition Review Ordinance

¢ Enhanced relationships with Monrovia Unified School District and the Monrovia
Arcadia Duarte (MAD) Town Council

e Completion of Monrovia Renewal, Monrovia’s largest public works/public improvement
project to date

e Adoption of two Planned Development Areas to encourage the preservation of Route
66 resources.

e Development of Station Square Transit Village, including the restoration of the Santa
Fe Depot

When a property is designated for significant individuals, as opposed to its architectural merits,
to be eligible an individual resource should:
e Be the primary residence or work place of a significant individual who played an
important role in the civic or institutional development of Monrovia.
e Person must have resided in or used the property during the period in which he or she
achieved significance.
e Retain most of its character-defining features

This property meets those standards.

Although the front porch addition affected the architectural integrity of the building, a property
important for association with a significant individual ideally should retain some features
representing all seven aspects and a higher level of the essential aspects. For the
Governmental Services and Infrastructure theme, the essential aspects of integrity are:
location, setting, feeling and association. The property retains features of all aspects and a high
level of integrity in the essential aspects.

Some loss of design, materials, and workmanship is acceptable relevant to the other aspects
of integrity. With the exception of the porch addition, the rest of the structure is intact with most
of its original features, including doors, windows and siding materials.

The property may also be eligible for listing in California Register of Historic Places under
Criterion 2 due to its association with the lives of persons important to local history, making
significant contributions to society and local government.



Criteria and Guidelines

The Historic Preservation Commission must determine the applicable designation criteria for
landmark status for the property at 812 Norumbega Drive. As specified by the Historic
Preservation Ordinance in the Monrovia Municipal Code (MMC), a property must meet one or
more of the applicable designation criteria. Based on staff's analysis of the information
contained in the applicant’'s nomination materials and additional staff research, staff has
determined that the building meets the following criterion:

e It is identified with persons or events significant in local, regional, state or
national history.

The property is significant in its association with Tom Adams, the longest serving
member of the City Council in Monrovia’s history. During his tenure on the City Council,
his leadership, contributions and participation in actions of the Monrovia City
government have and will continue to shape the community in the future as detailed in
the staff report and the attached DPR form.

It is important to note, that the Historic Preservation Ordinance does not establish specific
timelines or age of the determination of significance. Additionally, neither the Commission nor
the City Council have a stated policy regarding the same.

DPR Form

Monrovia uses the state DPR forms (Department of Parks and Recreation) to survey, describe,
record, and evaluate the historic resources. Using the California Historical Resource Status
(CHRS) Codes, staff recommends a rating code of 5S1 (individual property that is listed or
designated locally). The DPR form is attached for the review, comment and consideration of
the Commission. The DPR form constitutes the Nomination Statement.

RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends that the Historic Preservation Commission forward
the Nomination Statement to the City Council recommending that the house at 812 Norumbega
Drive be designated as a historic landmark.

If the Historic Preservation Commission concurs then, following the public hearing, the
appropriate action would be a motion to:

Designate the property at 812 Norumbega Drive as Historic Landmark Number 159
and so recommend to the City Council



State of California Primary #
Department of Parks and Recreation HRI #

PRIMARY RECORD Trinomial
CHR Status Code
Other Listings
Review Code Reviewer Date

Page 1 of 4 *Resource Nameor#: HL-159 — Tom Adams House

P1 Other Identifier: 812 Norumbega Drive

*P2 Location: [] Not for Publication X Unrestricted
a. County: Los Angeles
c. Address: 812 Norumbega Drive City: Monrovia Zip: 91016

e. Other Locational Data: APN # 8523-011-008; Lot 59 of Tract 2115, et al.

P3a Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
The house is single-story, with a low-pitched, cross gable on hip (Dutch gable) roof with composition shingles. The shallow,
open eaves feature rounded exposed rafters that do not extend beyond the edge of the roof. The front (north) elevation has
wide clapboard siding. There is a painted brick wainscot in a running bond, capped with a header course on the west side
of the entry. The recessed partial width porch contains the original entry wood door with multi-pane lights in a diamond
pattern on the top half. Within the porch, there is a front-facing, large double hung window with the diamond pattern on both
the upper and lower sash. A small front gable roof was added in 2018 to extend the porch toward the street. To the east of
the entry is a large fixed, single pane window flanked by smaller double hung diamond pane windows. A smaller double
hung window is on the west end of the front elevation also with the diamond pattern on both the upper and lower sash. The
front elevation is extended with a short wing wall covered by an extended eave and screens a secondary entrance accessed
from the driveway (west elevation).

The other elevations are stucco sided single pane, double hung wood windows. A brick chimney is on the east elevation.
The windows and doors are all original.

The property slopes down away from the street, an attached, side loading garage is at the rear of the house at the
basement level. There is a covered patio above a portion of the garage.

P3b Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) HP2. Single family property

*P4 Resources Present: [X Building [ Structure []Object []Site [ District [] Elementof District []Other
P5a Photograph P5b Description of Photo: (view,
date)

Facing south, 8/2021

P6 Date Constructed: 1957
Source: Building permits

P7 Owner and Address:

Tom & Sarah Adams

812 Norumbega Dr., Monrovia, CA

P8 Recorded by:

City of Monrovia

P9 Date Recorded: 8/2021
P10 Survey Type: Individual

P11 Report Citation:

Attachments: [] NONE [] Location Map [] Sketch Map [X] Continuation Sheet [X] Building, Structure, and Object Record
[] Archaeological Record [] District Record [] Linear Feature Record [] Milling Station Record [] Rock Art Record
[] Artifact Record [] Photograph Record [] Other (List):



City of Monrovia Primary #

Department of Community Development HRI #
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD Trinomial
Page 2 of 4 *Resource Nameor#: HL-158— Tom Adams House
B1 Historic Name: Tom Adams House
B2 Common Name: none
B3 Original Use Single Family Dwelling
B4 Present Use Single Family Dwelling
B5 Architectural Style Ranch

B6

B7
B8

B9a

B10

B11

B12

B13

B14

Construction History (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)
City of Monrovia permit data shows that the house was constructed by Max Dillman in 1957.

1957 — House constructed
1992 - Patio cover added
2018 - Front porch extended

Moved: No Date Moved N/A Original Location N/A
Related Features:
None
Architect: b. Builder: Max Dillman
Governmental Services
Significance: Theme: and Infrastructure Area: Monrovia
Period of Significance: 1957; 1990-2021 Property Type HP2 - Single Family Property

Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as well as integrity.

The property is significant in its association with Tom Adams, the longest serving member of the City Council in Monrovia’s

history. His leadership, contributions and participation in actions of the Monrovia City government have and will continue to
shape the community in the future. Therefore, the property appears eligible for local landmark designation under Criterion 1
as it is identified with a person significant in local history. (continued on page 3)

Additional Resource Attributes:

Sketch Map with north arrow:
References:

City of Monrovia
City Building Permits o
Monrovia Citywide Historic Context Statement "%,

Remarks

Evaluator/ Craig Jimenez, AICP
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State of California Primary#
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #

Trinomial

CONTINUATION SHEET

Property Name:
Page _3_ of4

*Resource Name or # HL-159 Tom Adams House *Recorded by: City of Monrovia; 8/2021

B10. Significance (continued from page 2)

Within the context of Public and Private Institutional Development, a significant individual is someone who made
important contributions to the public and/or private institutional development of the City. Tom Adams has been active
in the business and civic community for over five decades. His significance and involvement in the community fit under
two themes: Private Institutional Development and most notably, Governmental Services and Infrastructure. Prior to
his municipal service, he has a long involvement in business and private service organizations. His involvement in the
community include:

President of the Santa Anita YMCA

President of the Volunteer Center of the San Gabriel Valley
President of the Rotary Club of Monrovia

Board member of the Santa Anita Family Services
President of the Monrovia-Duarte Board of Realtors

He has been involved in Monrovia’s local government since 1990. First serving on the Monrovia Planning Commission
from 1990, until elected to City Council in 1994. Beginning his first term in April 1994, he has served continuously on
the City Council since that time. In 2015, he was directly elected Mayor and subsequently reelected to that position in
2017 and 2020. At the end of April 2021, he became the longest serving member of the City Council in Monrovia’s
history.

His tenure on the Planning Commission and City Council represents a period of tremendous change and innovation in
Monrovia’s City government. The implementation of significant policy initiatives that have and will continue to positively
impact Monrovia’s future. Starting with his tenure on the Planning Commission he was involved in the development of
the Historic Preservation Ordinance and a comprehensive update of the Monrovia General Plan and Zoning Ordinance
which have served as the foundation for land use planning for the past three decades.

As Councilmember, he contributed to, participated in and/or supported:

Adoption of the Historic Preservation Ordinance

Approval of the Krikorian Theater in Old Town providing a needed anchor

Comprehensive hillside planning process and the creation of the Monrovia Hillside Wilderness Preserve
Implementation of the Art in Public Places program

Implementation of the Monrovia Area Partnership (MAP)

Development of Colorado Commons and construction of a public parking structure

Construction of a new library

Paragon (first high density project near downtown)

General Plan Update creating the Old Town Extension planning area and creation of Station Square Transit
Village Guidelines which provided zoning for a substantial increase in housing opportunities

As Mayor:

e  Adoption of the comprehensive Neighborhood Study/Neighborhood compatibility strategies and ordinance to
help preserve the character of Monrovia’s neighborhoods

e Adoption of the Demolition Review Ordinance

e  Enhanced relationships with Monrovia Unified School District and the Monrovia Arcadia Duarte (MAD) Town
Council

e  Completion of Monrovia Renewal, Monrovia’s largest public works/public improvement project to date

e  Adoption of two Planned Development Areas to encourage the preservation of Route 66 resources

e Development of Station Square Transit Village, including the restoration of the Santa Fe Depot




State of California Primary#
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #
Trinomial

CONTINUATION SHEET

Property Name:
Page _3_ of4

*Resource Name or # HL-159 Tom Adams House *Recorded by: City of Monrovia; 8/2021

When a property is designated for significant individuals, as opposed to its architectural merits, to be eligible an
individual resource should:

e Be the primary residence or work place of a significant individual who played an important role in the civic or
institutional development of Monrovia.

e Person must have resided in or used the property during the period in which he or she achieved
significance.

e  Retain most of its character-defining features

This property meets those standards.

Although the front porch addition affected the architectural integrity of the building, a property important for association
with a significant individual ideally should retain some features of all seven aspects of integrity. For the Governmental
Services and Infrastructure theme, the essential aspects of integrity are: location, setting, feeling and association. The
property retains a high level of integrity in these aspects.

Some loss of design, materials, and workmanship is acceptable relevant to the other aspects of integrity. With the
exception of the porch addition, the rest of the structure is intact with most of its original features, including doors,
windows and siding materials.

The property may also be eligible for listing in California Register of Historic Places under Criterion 2 due to its
association with the lives of persons important to local history, making significant contributions to society and local
government.

Residents of 812 Norumbega Drive:

1957-1998 Eunice, Donald & Thomas Davidson
1998-2004 Anthony & Rosemary Meadows

2004 — present  Sarah (Schmidt) Adams & Thomas Adams




	1 HPC Staff Report
	TITLE:
	APPLICANT:
	REQUEST:
	ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION:

	2 DPR - 812 Norumbega
	3 DPR cont - 812 Norumbega

