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DEPARTMENT: Community Development MEETING DATE: January 17, 2024
PREPARED BY: Kerri Zessau, Project Coordinator AR-1

TITLE: Selection of the Pat Ostrye Neighborhood Treasures Art and Expenditure

OBJECTIVE: To consider an expenditure of funds and select a design for the next Neighborhood
Treasures Art.

DISCUSSION / ANALYSIS: At the October 18, 2017 meeting, staff presented the Art in Public Places
Committee with a proposed program that would use public art to recognize the contributions of
prominent Monrovians. The Committee was enthusiastic about the program and determined that it
would be an appropriate use of art funds. Monrovia City Council approved the program and the first
Neighborhood Treasure was celebrated in March of 2018.

To date, eight Treasures have been installed and celebrated. The recipients and treasure locations can
be found on the Art in Public Places Art Map.

In January of 2023, Monrovia Area Partnership (MAP) Leaders selected Pat Ostrye as a Neighborhood
Treasure recipient. Mrs. Ostrye was born in Minnesota in 1924. In 1944, she joined the Navy Women
Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Service (WAVES) and was stationed in San Diego. In 1974, Mrs.
Ostrye successfully ran for Monrovia City Council. She was the first woman to serve on the City Council
and, in 1978, the first elected Mayor of the City. During her leadership, she was able to fulfill her
campaign promises to bring to Monrovia Meals-on-Wheels, a Dial-a-Ride, home library and a federally-
funded senior lunch program. In 1980, at the end of her mayoral term she was elected City Clerk and
held that position until retiring in 1986. In 1992, she ran unopposed for the part-time position of City
Treasurer, thus having served in all four of the City's then elective offices. For additional information on
Pat Ostrye, please visit Pasadena Star News.

The Call for Artist was distributed in November of 2023. It was advertised on the City of Monrovia
website, the Monrovia Association of Fine Arts (MAFA) website, various art websites and local
newspapers. It was also emailed to artists who had participated in previous Call for Artists.

Proposal requirements included:
e A design unique to the honoree
Include the words “Neighborhood Treasures”
The ability to withstand diverse weather conditions
Detailed description on how the art will be attached to the treasure post
Made of durable material
A maximum of 30 inches in either direction
¢ Not present any safety concerns for pedestrians

The artwork will be placed in close proximity to the three hundred block of N. Alta Vista; the block Mrs.
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https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=199YeRXKPz82UHyELuCvKNL8hkKrql2R-&ll=34.14483472207664%2C-118.00060844999997&z=14
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/pasadenastarnews/name/mary-ostrye-obituary?id=9975416&fhid=15769

Ostrye lived on with her family. The installation and celebration will take place this summer.

Community Development received five proposals, all of which meet the requirements of the Call for
Artist. The selection of the design is at the pleasure of the Committee.

Proposal No. One

The design is approximately 30” tall and 31” wide cut in an organic
shape. The art will be made of a heavy aluminum panel with precise and
detailed etching. The primer, paint and sealant are specifically made for
aluminum panels and not only produce beautiful colors — they also
provide excellent resistance to extreme weather conditions. The floral
images include local plants and trees including the Morton Bay Fig,
Golden Current and Corn plant (aka Happy Plant.). Many of Mrs.
Ostrye’s lifetime achievements are captured in the wording shown on
the art including First Elected Mayor, WAVES, City Clerk, City
Treasurer, etc. The art will be structurally reinforced using a solid metal
backing. The artist welcomes suggestions and modifications.

The design is a 30” tall and 18” wide cast resin plaque with painted gold
details and edges. Art includes the names of the various City positions
Mrs. Ostrye held. The top of the art will include a fully-colored City of
Monrovia Logo. The flowers framing the art are Crepe Myrtle. The image
reflects Mrs. Ostrye when she was Monrovia’s Mayor and the lapel pin
is a nod to the fact they she was a proud member of the Navy WAVES.
The artist welcomes suggestions and modifications.

The design is a 30” tall and 18” wide cast resin plaque with painted gold
details and edges featuring a sculpted relief of Mrs. Ostrye. The main
focus of the art is Mrs. Ostrye’s image which is her mayoral picture from
1978-1980. Mrs. Ostrye is surrounded by lvy — representing the City of
Monrovia and the numerous positions she held. The lapel pin is a nod to
the fact they she was a proud member of the Navy WAVES. The artist
welcomes suggestions and modifications.




Proposal No. Four

The design is a 30” round sculpture made of acrylic resin. The colors are
Monrovia-centric and the “Gem image” is prominent as Mrs. Ostrye was
a Monrovia Gem. The Gem will be three dimensional. The wording
captures her various leadership positions and some of the many
programs she brought to residents. The lvy at the bottom of the art
represents the City Mrs. Ostrye loved. Mrs. Ostrye’s image is also
included and will be painted in vibrant colors. The artist welcomes
suggestions and modifications.

Proposal No. Five

The design is 30” in diameter and made of dense plastic created from a
Computer Numerical Control Machine (CnC) with a hard enamel coating.
The art is a portrait of Mrs. Ostrye with a classical and floral vintage
frame. The simple colored frame compliments the vibrant colors of the
bottom banner and Mrs. Ostrye’s corsage. The silhouette is three
dimensional and the background is cut-out. The letters are concaved and
will have a darker color highlight. The image also includes hands
presenting Mrs. Ostrye with “keys to the City of Monrovia.”
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FISCAL IMPACT: The amount budgeted for the Neighborhood Treasure is $19,500. This amount
includes $15,000 for the artist and $4,500 for the company that provides and installs the treasures pole.
There are sufficient funds in the art account to cover the cost of this project.

RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends approval of one of the proposals in an amount not to exceed
$19,500 for the Neighborhood Treasure Art Program. If the Committee concurs, then the appropriate
action would be a motion to:

Recommend approval of one of the proposals to the City Council and an expenditure not
to exceed $19,500.



