
 

 

ANNUAL DEFENSIBLE SPACE INSPECTION NOTICE 
 

Dear Resident, 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for doing your part to help reduce the risk of wildfire 
impacts on the City of Monrovia during the past year. In our continued efforts to reduce hazard risks, Monrovia 
Fire & Rescue will be conducting its annual defensible space inspections on all properties located within the 
Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone (VHFHSZ). If you are receiving this letter, your property is located within 
the VHFHSZ.  

On March 24, 2025, Cal Fire released updated Fire Hazard Severity Zone Maps (FHSZ) for the Local 
Responsibility Area (LRA), resulting in changes to Monrovia’s current Fire Hazard Severity Zones. These maps 
offer a more accurate evaluation of wildfire risks by utilizing the latest climate data, fire history, topography, 
and wildfire modeling to classify areas into Very High, High, or Moderate Fire Hazard Zones. More information 
about the FHSZ is available online at osfm.fire.ca.gov/FHSZ 

This letter will serve as the first notice of inspection, and a reminder that fire department personnel will be 
performing defensible space inspections on your property to comply with the municipal code regarding 
vegetation. Please visit the City’s website at www.cityofmonrovia.org, and click on the fire department link for 
resources on our defensible space inspection program. 

Annual defensible space inspections will begin on or after Sunday, June 15, 2025 
 

Please complete all required work prior to this date. If your property is not in compliance upon completion of 
the first inspection, you will be subjected to potential re-inspection fees. Higher administrative fines will be 
imposed for hazardous conditions requiring abatement. Severe violations that pose an imminent threat to 
health and safety may be forwarded to the City Prosecutor.  

 
To assist residents with brush disposal, the City has once again partnered with Athens Services to provide roll-
off bins and bulky item pick-ups free of charge until July 31, 2025. Please refer to the enclosed “Brush Disposal 
Options” document for further details. As a reminder, be certain to take the proper safety precautions 
regarding brush removal and disposal. The enclosed flyer related to the safe use of equipment can be used as 
a guideline. Please take the time to review the included “Residential Safety Checklist.”  

If you have any questions regarding defensible space inspections or wildfire preparedness, please call 626-256-
8109 and leave a detailed message. We will return your call as soon as possible.   

 
Respectfully, 

 
 

Jeremy Sanchez, Fire Chief 
Monrovia Fire & Rescue 
 

http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/


Existing natural vegetation shall be eradicated or removed in 
Zone 1.

Residential buildings shall have approved building numbers clearly visible from the street of contrasting color and at 
least six inches in height.

Public nuisances prohibited on vacant lots.

Natural vegetation consisting of shrub-like plants in Zone 2 shall have a separation distance between each such 
plant that is equal to three times the diameter of the largest shrub (e.g. a 10 feet Sumac specimen needs 30 feet of 
clearance from other shrub-like vegetation).

Trees shall be maintained free of dead and dying limbs at all times and shall be trimmed and maintained at least five 
feet above the ground at all times.

Tree limbs and branches shall be maintained in all zones to allow for an unobstructed vertical clearance of not less 
than 13 feet 6 inches along roadways to allow for emergency vehicle access.

All combustible growth and flammable vegetation shall, in all 
areas of the city, be removed within ten feet on each side of 
every roadway and combustible fence, whether public or 
private.

All roof surfaces in all areas of the city shall be kept free of leaves and needles and other vegetative or combustible 
matter at all times.

All trees and other vegetation in all areas of the city shall be a minimum distance of five feet away from the roof-line 
of any building, and five feet from the top of any structure

Natural vegetation and grass shall be maintained at a 
maximum height of eighteen inches and a minimum height of 
three inches in Zone 2 at all times.

All cut vegetation shall promptly be removed from property 
and legally disposed of.

Firewood, manure, compost and other similar combustible 
materials shall not be placed or stored in Zone 1.

Ornamental vegetation shall be maintained in such a manner 
that they do not form a means of transmitting fire and shall be 
maintained a minimum of ten feet from buildings and structures 
in Zone 1.
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Narrative Identified by violation number

ZONE 2

ZONE 1

HOUSE

Numbers correspond to the violation description to the left

Zone 2 = 30' to 200' from a structure Additional definitions are found on the back of this form

MMC Section Municipal Code Violation DescriptionViolation

Zone 1 = First 30' from a structure

NOTICE: A reinspection fee of $________ will be charged if the above conditions are not met upon reinspection. Your property  
 may also be subject to an administrative fine starting at $1,000 per violation.

Owner/Occupant
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