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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT !l”l!

DEPARTMENT: City Attorney MEETING DATE: December 17, 2024
STAFF REFERENCE: Craig Steele, City Attorney AGENDA LOCATION: AR-3
GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 84308 APPLIES: No

TITLE: Discussion Regarding Possibly Changing the Date of the Monrovia General Municipal Election
to the Date of the Statewide General Election in November of Even-Numbered Years, Beginning in 2026,
and Provide Direction to Staff

OBJECTIVE: To discuss the issue and, in the Council’s discretion, provide direction to staff

BACKGROUND: The date of the City’s General Municipal Election has fluctuated over the past 20 or
S0 years, mostly in response to changes made by the State Legislature. For a number of years, the City
held its standalone elections in the Spring of odd years, as permitted by State law, and conducted the
elections itself. Inresponse to SB 415, in 2017, the City changed its election date to coincide with March
statewide primary elections in even years beginning in 2020. AlImost immediately, the Legislature adopted
SB 970, which changed the date of the statewide primary election to different dates in even-numbered
years, depending on whether the statewide primary election is held in a presidential election year. The
City Council responded to SB 970 as required by law, scheduling the City’s election to be held on the
primary election date in those years, whatever that date was in a given year. This meant that City
elections would be held in June of the years without a presidential election, and March of the years with
a presidential election. While the Legislature’s intent was to prioritize the importance of California’s votes
in presidential primaries, Legislators seemingly did not consider the effect of SB 970 on local elections,
many of which had been scheduled on a different statewide primary date under a law the Legislature
previously adopted.

After conducting the most recent City election on the date of the March, 2024 statewide primary,
Councilmembers have requested that the City Council discuss moving the municipal election to the date
of the statewide general election each year.

ANALYSIS: Pursuant to Elections Code Sections 1301 and 14052, the City is required to hold its
General Municipal Election on one of the statewide election dates each even numbered year. In 2022,
the City Council chose to be consistent with its immediate past practice and hold the City’s election on
the date of each statewide primary election in even-numbered years. This decision was based, in part,
on the recognition that choosing the statewide general election in November would have required the
City to shorten existing terms of office that began in 2020 and 2022. Further, some councilmembers and
members of the public expressed that it might be harder to get local voters interested in local races when
national and statewide elections will be a higher priority for voters.

However, the primary election date has drawbacks as well. One is that the Legislature has chosen to
vary California’s primary election date, based on whether there is a presidential primary. This means
that some terms of City office are longer or shorter than others. The other is that, although primary
election turnout is higher than odd year elections, voter turnout at November elections is generally higher
than at primary elections.
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Under Elections Code Section 10403.5, the City Council may adopt an ordinance or resolution to change
the City’s election to the date of the statewide general election in November of even numbered years.
Because the City conducted at least one election under the prior change, the City Council may change
the date again, although the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors also must approve the change.

In making the change, under Elections Code Section 1301(d), no term of office may be increased or
decreased by more than 12 months. In this case, selecting an election date in November of each even
numbered year would extend existing terms for a few months, depending on the month the term started.
Some councilmembers who were elected in 2022 have terms that will expire in April of 2026.
Councilmembers who were elected in June of 2024 will have terms that expire in June of 2028 (unless
the Legislature changes the Primary election date again). The end of the Mayor’s term will be variable
each term under the current schedule. Changing the election to be held in November of even years will
extend terms by about eight months and five months, respectively.

If the City Council decides to make a change, staff will need to time to prepare the appropriate documents
for City Council consideration.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT: Once the ordinance takes effect, the City must mail notice of the date
change to all registered voters at a cost to be determined. Staff indicated that the required mailing of
notices cost the City approximately $8,500.00 In connection with the previous change. Having the County
conduct a November election may be marginally cheaper than holding an election on a statewide primary
date, since costs will be spread across more local agencies. However, higher expected voter turnout
might result in increased election costs. If these changes are not adopted, the City would continue to
request that the County conduct a consolidated election for the City in March of 2026, and on the primary
election date thereafter.

FISCAL IMPACT: None
RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends that the City Council discuss the subject and determine
whether any additional information is needed to inform your decision. Pleasure of the City Council as to

the policy direction.

COUNCIL ACTION REQUIRED: Direction only.



