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DEPARTMENT: Community Development MEETING DATE: April 1, 2025
STAFF REFERENCE: Sheri Bermejo, Director AGENDA LOCATION: AR-2
GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 84308 APPLIES: Yes

TITLE: Expenditure of Art in Public Places Funds in an Amount not to Exceed $19,000.00 for
Installation of the Kiyoshi Kuromiya Neighborhood Treasure Landmark by Donna Hargett

OBJECTIVE: To approve the design and authorize the expenditure to install a Neighborhood
Treasure landmark post and art piece commemorating Kiyoshi Kuromiya.

BACKGROUND: Initiated in 2018, Neighborhood Treasures celebrates historically and culturally
significant Monrovians through the installation of public art in residential neighborhoods.
Individuals are identified for recognition based on input from community members, local
historians, and voted on by Monrovia Area Partnership (MAP) Leaders.

Each art piece is designed by an artist selected through a competitive process, and each
installation includes a decorative informational plaque describing the community contributions of
the individual being recognized. The art is placed in a specific residential neighborhood that is
relevant to the identified Treasure. The art pieces are unique to the specific person being
honored. Furthermore, they enrich the lives of those who view them and improve neighborhoods
just by their presence.

To date, the Art in Public Places (AIPP) Committee and City Council have identified, approved,
and celebrated nine (9) Neighborhood Treasures. The recipients and Treasure locations can be
found on the Art in Public Places Art Map on the City’s website.

ANALYSIS: In January of 2023, MAP Leaders selected Kiyoshi Kuromiya as a Neighborhood
Treasure recipient. Mr. Kuromiya was born in 1943 at the Heart Mountain Relocation Center, a
World War Il Japanese American confinement site in Wyoming. After World War Il ended, the
Kuromiya family returned to Monrovia and lived on Royal Oaks Drive. Mr. Kuromiya is a nationally
recognized Asian American Civil and LGBTQ+ rights activist. During his college days at the
University of Pennsylvania, he led several anti-war movements, and in his final year he served
as the lead plaintiff in Kuromiya v. United States, which fought for the use of medical marijuana.
Mr. Kuromiya was the founder of the Critical Path Newsletter, now known as Critical Path Project,
which established an online clearinghouse for AIDS patients and researchers worldwide. He was
a major contributor to the Philadelphia Chapter of the AIDS Coalition to the Unleash Power (ACT
UP), as well as a co-founder of the Gay Liberation Front that formed after the Stonewall Riots.
Mr. Kuromiya worked closely with Dr. Martin Luther King during the Civil-Rights Movement and
was one of the few Asian Americans fighting for African American voting rights in Selma,
Alabama. In 1965, while leading a group of High School students in a protest, he was brutally
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Kerri Zessau, Project Coordinator


https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=199YeRXKPz82UHyELuCvKNL8hkKrql2R-&ll=34.14483472207664%2C-118.00060844999997&z=14

clubbed by an Alabama State Trooper, requiring 22 stitches. Mr. Kuromiya died in 2000 in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He was honored as Google’s Doodle on June 4, 2022. Additional
information from Monrovia’'s “Change Makers” is included in Attachment “A.”

A Call for Artist was released on January 22, 2025. The document was distributed to numerous
artists and groups, including the Monrovia Association of Fine Arts (MAFA). Seven proposals
were submitted. At its March 10, 2025, Special Meeting, the AIPP Committee reviewed the
proposals and voted unanimously to move forward with artwork submitted by Donna Hargett, with
the following two modifications to the design:

1. Remove “Steven” from Kiyoshi Kuromiya’s name since Mr. Kuromiya’s family informed

staff that he stopped using the name Steven and only went by Kiyoshi Kuromiya, and
2. Add his name written in Japanese characters (known as Kaniji).

Following the meeting of the AIPP Committee, staff spoke with Mr. Kuromiya’s family regarding
the display of his name in Kanji and was informed that since Mr. Kuromiya is third generation
Japanese American he did not use Kaniji to write his name. As such, staff did not have the artist
make this modification. The original and modified design has been included in Attachment “B.” If
approved, Staff will finalize design details with the artist prior to its fabrication and installation.

Ms. Hargett is a Monrovia resident and MAFA Member who has over 28 years of experience
as a professional artist. Her local work includes “The Poppies” mural in Recreation Park, the
‘Japanese Americans” mural at the corner of Cypress and Magnolia Avenues, the Julian Fisher
Park Portland Loo Vinyl Wrap, numerous Art on the Boxes, and three previous Neighborhood
Treasures (Almera Romney, Josephine Andersen, and Leroy Criss.) Ms. Hargett has also
created art work for other Monrovia businesses, including the former Wine of the Month Club.

The proposed Neighborhood Treasure art includes:

e Mr. Kuromiya’s brilliant smile and favorite saying “Knowledge is Power,”

e Images highlighting his struggles and celebrations, including his creation of the Critical
Path Project, support to the Act Up Aids Coalition, birth at the Heart Mountain Concertation
Camp, his fight for medical marijuana, and his unwavering support of Civil Rights,

e Animage showing his passion for Scrabble, since he was a nationally ranked player,

e Language highlighting his support to Martin Luther King Jr. and being a Monrovia High
School Alumni, and;

e Colors that are reflective of the LGBTQ+ community to highlight the three-dimensional
images.

The artwork will be made out of a resin and sculpted by a Computer Numerical Control (CNC)
Machine. It measures 30” by 30” in diameter and will be attached to the Treasures pole using a
metal backing.

If the City Council authorizes the design and expenditure for this Neighborhood Treasure, it will
be placed in the 900 block of Royal Oaks Drive, where Mr. Kuromiya lived with his family upon
their return from the Heart Mountain. The installation and celebration will take place in summer,
2025.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT: Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and
the City’s local CEQA Guidelines, this action (“project”) is covered by the general rule that CEQA
that applies only to projects that have the potential for causing significant effect on the
environment. Since it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the approval will
have a significant effect on the environment, the activity is not subject to CEQA.


https://doodles.google/doodle/celebrating-kiyoshi-kuromiya/

FISCAL IMPACT: The amount budgeted for the Neighborhood Treasure is $19,000. This
amount includes $15,000 for design and fabrication and $4,000 for installation. Funding for the
project is available in the Art in Public Places Fund and has been included in the Fiscal Year
2024-25 Budget.

OPTIONS: The following options are presented for the consideration:

1. Authorize the expenditure in an amount not to exceed $19,000 for the fabrication and
installation of the Neighborhood Treasure landmark recognizing Kiyoshi Kuromiya.

2. Reject this project and provide Staff with additional direction.
RECOMMENDATION: The AIPP Committee and staff recommend Option 1.

COUNCIL ACTION REQUIRED: If the City Council concurs, the appropriate action would be a
motion to authorize the expenditure in an amount not to exceed $19,000.00 from the Art in Public
Places fund for the installation of a Neighborhood Treasures Landmark recognizing Kiyoshi
Kuromiya, and authorize the City Manager to execute the necessary documents in a form
approved by the City Attorney.
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STEVEN KUROMIYA

Steven Kiyeshi Kuromiya, was a Sansel, a third generation
Japanese American. His grandfather had been a truck
farmer in Monrovia and Arcadia. His Uncle Yosh was a
draft resister during World War II, a way to protest the
unjust internment of all Japanese Americans. Eiyoshi was
conceived in Monrovia but born in 2 Wyoming internment
camp in 1943. The family returned to Monrovia in 1946,
After the war. Kiyoshi's father, Hiroshi. worked in produce
and Kiyoshi graduated with honors from Monrovia High
School in 1961.

After high school, Steven was admitted to several
universitlies and went on scholarship to the University of
Pennceylvania just as the 1960s civil rights movement was
at its height. He joined Students for a Demoecratic Society
(SDS) and SNCC (Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee). In March of 1965, Kiyoshi was one of a
handful of Asian Americans fighting for African American
voting rights in Selma. Kuromiya was leading a high
school student group to the State Capitol in Montgomery
when he was brutally clubbed by Alabama state troopers
on 16 March 1965.

Peter Cummings reported on 24 March 1965 in The Harvard Crimeon,” Within seconds, the quiet streets were filled with
screams. The horses rode straight into the crowds on both sides of the street... One boy, Steven K. Kuromiya, an architeetural
student at the University of Pennsylvania, held his ground. Four horsemen converged on him, clubbed him to the ground. and
rode over him. Curled in a fetal position, Furomiy[a] tried to cover his head with hiz arms as unmounted deputies clubbed
him, and kicked him in stomach and groin. Finally, they left him, az blood streamed in glistening lines across his face and
formed a searlet pool on the sidewalk”

Kiyozhi iz quoted to say, "When you get treated this way. you suddenly know what it is like to be a Black in Miszissippi or a
peasant in Vietnam. You learn something about going through channels then too. I gave my story to an FEI agent in the
hospital. He took seven pages of notes, but [ remember thinking at the time it was probably just about as effective as relaying
information to the ACLU via the House Un-American Activities Committee. Nothing ever came of it, at any rate.” However,
records show that FBI monitored Fiyoshi Kuromiya from 1960 to 1972, Kuromiya became close to Dr. Martin Luther Eing, Jr.,
and during the week of King's funeral, Fiyoshi helped to care for the King children in Vine City.

Kiyoshi's 95-year old Unele Yoch reflected, “I've always felt good about Fiyoshi. I couldn't pretend to understand Kiyoshi's
commitment but [ sensed a camaraderie with him... [ remember Kiyoshi would comment on the wrony that he was conceived
in Monrovia, born in Wyoming, and although the West Coast was considered cosmopolitan and liberal, he sensed that there
was no room for him here. He felt exiled from Monrovia. He felt he was exiled even before he was born. No wonder he was
dedicated to civil rights.



Kiyoshi was involved in the gay rights rallies by the early 1960z, After the 1969 Stonewall Riots in New York City, Kiyoshi
helped launch the multiracial Gay Liberation Front (GLF) in Philadelphia. In 1988, Kiyoshi was a charter member of
Philadelphia's ACT UP, AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power. At about the same time, he founded Critical Path Projectin
Philadelphia. With the mantra “knowledge iz power,” Critical Path established an online clearinghouse for AIDS patients and
researchers worldwide. Both of these organizations continue to bring awareness and solution paths to the AIDS/HIV

pandemie.

Fiyochi took one further step to help people with HIV/AIDS; he was lead plaintiff in Kuromiya v the United States of
America(1999), a class action suit in the U.5. Supreme Court to legalize the use of medical marijuana. Kiyoshi said that it was
at Monrovia High that he came to realize that “even more important than my racial identity was my gayness.” As a Japanese
American, he had rocks thrown at him on the way to grade school. He said that when he wasll years old. he was caught by
the Monrovia Police with a 16-year old boy. Kuromiya was sent to juvenile hall for three days and gained notoriety az a young
Japanese American in jail. Kuromiya zaid the judge “told me [and my parentz] that [ was in danger of leading a lewd and
immoral life... I spent two years trying to find a definition for the word "lewd’, but I couldn’t fizure out how it was spelled, so I
was in the dark as to what my future held for me.”

Eiyozhi FEuromiya was a man of many talents. He was a nationally ranked Scrabble player and a Kundalini yoga master. He

maintained interest in architecture and Asian American issues. He was also a food eritie. He worked with futurist R.
Buckminzter Fuller on the book, Critical Path({1952), published after Fuller’s death.

Written by Susie Ling
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