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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

 

DEPARTMENT:  City Manager’s Office MEETING DATE:  December 23, 2025  

STAFF REFERENCE:  Dylan Feik, City Manager AGENDA LOCATION:  AR-1 

GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 84308 APPLIES: Yes  

 
TITLE:  Consider a Real Property Land Donation of Approximately 5.19 Acres (a Portion of Assessor’s 
Parcel No. 8503-004-021), including the Historic “M”, from Owners Steve and Corina Pokrajac for 
Inclusion in the Monrovia Hillside Wilderness Preserve  
 
OBJECTIVE:  To consider and/or approve the donation of real property, and authorize the City Clerk to 
execute the acceptance of a Quitclaim Deed for Land Donation  
 
BACKGROUND:  For nearly 40 years, the City of Monrovia (“City”) and its residents have worked hard 
to preserve the hillsides north of Monrovia as open space. Dedicated community members have led 
conservation efforts that culminated with a citywide special election on July 11, 2000. The passage of 
Measures A and B established mechanisms to ensure the preservation of undeveloped hillsides within 
the City jurisdiction. Since that time, over 1,450 acres of privately-owned land have been acquired by the 
City through purchases and donations. However, there remains several privately-owned properties which 
the City has sought to acquire in an effort to further preserve the hillsides above Monrovia for future 
generations.  
 
Found in the Monrovia Hillside Wilderness Preserve (“HWP”) Resource Management Plan (“RMP”), the 
City has identified the following as Core Values for Management of the HWP: 
 

 The Hillside Wilderness Preserve and Hillside Recreation Area are a unique historical resource 
for the Community. 

 Hillside Wilderness Preserve and Hillside Recreation Area resources shall be preserved for future 
generations. 

 Support and promote stewardship of the natural resources in the Hillside Wilderness Preserve 
and Hillside Recreation areas. 

 There is a commitment to fiscal responsibility for the operations and protection of the Hillside 
Wilderness Preserve and Hillside Recreation Area resources. 

 There is a commitment to provide opportunities for citizen input in the decision making process. 
 
Additionally, several goals are found throughout the RMP which promote acquisition of remaining open 
space that strengthens the City’s efforts to preserve our open spaces and hillsides.  
 
ANALYSIS: Steven Daniel and Corina B. Pokrajac own several properties adjacent to the HWP. APN 
#8503-004-021 is a large parcel (approx. 26.09 acres), which has development potential that could allow 
for large estate lots of 5 acres per lot. This parcel includes the historic “M,” a local landmark commonly 
referred to as “The Big M.” Located on a southerly facing hillside of the parcel, the “M” is approximately 
60’ x 80’ and was built by the Monrovia High School Class of 1952. The M is usually lit when MHS 
competes in youth athletics or hosts events/recognitions, and MHS graduates have even undertaken 
maintenance and repair work over the years, including weeding, painting, and tree trimming. 
 



 
The Pokrajacs are seeking to donate 5.19 acres of a larger parcel of land they own to the City via a 
quitclaim deed, which has been prepared by the City Attorney’s Office. This land donation will include the 
historic M and, if approved by City Council, the hillside land will be added to the City’s HWP.  
 
City staff will also develop a maintenance and repair plan for the M to ensure this local landmark is well-
maintained into the future, and will continue discussions with the Pokrajac family to potentially acquire 
additional property that could be added to the City’s HWP for preservation over future generations, 
consistent with the Values and Goals of the HWP Resource Management Plan.  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT: The City’s acceptance of this donation to preserve the open space 
character of the property is categorically exempt from CEQA review under CEQA Guidelines Section 
15317. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  By adding 5.19 acres of real property to the Monrovia Hillside Wilderness Preserve 
(“HWP”), the City will be increasing the overall footprint of the HWP, including the historic “M” property. 
The City would accept associated costs to maintain, monitor and recreate on HWP properties. Future 
costs associated with maintaining, preserving and/or improving the donated property, including the “M,” 
would become responsibilities of the City.  
 
OPTIONS:  The following options are presented for consideration:  
 

1. Accept the real property land donation of approximately 5.19 Acres (a portion of Assessor’s Parcel 
No. 8503-004-021), including the Historic “M”, from Owners Steve and Corina Pokrajac for 
inclusion in the Monrovia Hillside Wilderness Preserve 
 

2. Provide any feedback/direction to staff  
 
RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommendation Option 1. 
 
COUNCIL ACTION REQUIRED: If the City Council concurs, the appropriate action would be a motion to 
accept the real property land donation of approximately 5.19 Acres (a portion of Assessor’s Parcel No. 
8503-004-021), including the Historic “M”, from Owners Steve and Corina Pokrajac for inclusion in the 
Monrovia Hillside Wilderness Preserve, and authorize the City Clerk to sign the certificate of acceptance 
on behalf of the City. 
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 (Space above this line reserved for Recorder’s use) 

This deed is exempt from Recording Fees (Govt. Code Section 27383).   

Documentary Transfer Tax is $0; exempt conveyance to a public entity, and conveyance for no 

consideration (donation).  Property is in the City of Monrovia, County of Los Angeles, California.  

QUITCLAIM DEED 

(Donation) 

STEVEN DANIEL POKRAJAC AND CORINA B. POKRAJAC, husband and wife 

(“Grantors”), hereby remise, release, and forever quitclaim to the CITY OF MONROVIA, 

CALIFORNIA (“Grantee”) all right, title and interest they (or either of them) may have in, under 

and to the Fee interest in that certain real property that is a portion of the above-referenced A.P.N., 

located in the City of Monrovia, County of Los Angeles, State of California as described on Exhibit 

“A” attached hereto and depicted in the diagram attached hereto as Exhibit “B”.  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Grantor has caused this instrument to be executed on 

__________ __, 2025. 

GRANTOR: 

STEVEN DANIEL POKRAJAC AND CORINA B. 

POKRAJAC, HUSBAND AND WIFE AS 

COMMUNITY PROPERTY WITH RIGHT OF 

SURVIVORSHIP 

 

 

     ______ 
Print Name:       

 

 

_______________________________________ 

Print Name:       

Recording Requested By,  

And When Recorded, Mail To: 

City of Monrovia 

415 S. Ivy Avenue 

Monrovia, CA 91016 

Attn:  City Clerk 

APN: 8503-004-021 
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Exhibit "A" 

 

Legal Description of Property 
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Exhibit “B” 

Diagram of Property Conveyed 

 

 





 

CALIFORNIA ALL PURPOSE ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

 

 

 

A notary public or other officer completing this 

certificate verifies only the identity of the individual 

who signed the document to which this certificate is 

attached, and not the truthfulness, accuracy, or validity 

of that document. 

 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

 

On     before me, ________________________________________ Notary 

Public, personally appeared ________________________________________, who proved 

to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the person(s) whose name(s) is/are subscribed 

to the within instrument and acknowledged to me that he/she/they executed the same in 

his/her/their authorized capacity, and that by his/her/their signature(s) on the instrument the 

person(s), or the entity(ies) upon behalf of which the person(s) acted, executed the instrument. 

I certify under PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws of the State of California that the 

foregoing paragraph is true and correct. 

WITNESS my hand and official seal. 

 

 

 

        Place Notary Seal Above 

Signature of Notary Public 

 

  



 

CALIFORNIA ALL PURPOSE ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

 

 

 

A notary public or other officer completing this 

certificate verifies only the identity of the individual 

who signed the document to which this certificate is 

attached, and not the truthfulness, accuracy, or validity 

of that document. 

 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

 

On     before me, ________________________________________ Notary 

Public, personally appeared ________________________________________, who proved 

to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the person(s) whose name(s) is/are subscribed 

to the within instrument and acknowledged to me that he/she/they executed the same in 

his/her/their authorized capacity, and that by his/her/their signature(s) on the instrument the 

person(s), or the entity(ies) upon behalf of which the person(s) acted, executed the instrument. 

I certify under PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws of the State of California that the 

foregoing paragraph is true and correct. 

WITNESS my hand and official seal. 

 

 

 

        Place Notary Seal Above 

Signature of Notary Public 
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