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Planning Review Process for  
 

OBJECTIVE DESIGN STANDARDS (MMC SECTION 17.12.030(H)) 
All multi-family development projects are subject to review for compliance with the following Objective Design 
Standards (ODS):  
 
1. Exterior Building Materials and Finishes 

a. All sides of a building shall include consistent architectural elements. Architectural elements include 
railings, trellises, trim, cornices, and other similar architectural elements.  

b. New buildings shall include at least two or three exterior material finishes.  
c. The main exterior walls shall not be the same color as the trim color. 

2. Site Planning/Design 
a. When buildings are adjacent to a public street, building entrances shall be oriented to face the public 

street.  
b. Ground floor residential entries shall be sheltered from the weather. Sheltering may be accomplished by 

recessing the entry to a minimum of four feet, or the construction of a roof or other similar overhead 
architectural element. 

3. Building Form 
a. If a new unit is added to an already improved property, the architectural features of the new unit shall 

match the architectural features of the existing residence(s) on the lot. These features shall include: 
exterior siding materials, roof pitch and roof eaves, window sizes and shapes, and other distinct 
architectural elements, such as porches, cornices, and bay windows. 

4. Architectural Elements/Design 
a. Stoops or front porches, raised a minimum of one foot above the finished grade, shall be provided at 

ground floor unit entrances that face a street, paseo, common open space area, or other public space.  
b. Entrance doors shall have a minimum of one decorative element such as raised panels, sidelights, or 

transom windows.  
c. Blank walls are not permitted; windows and/or doors shall be required on all building facades. Elevator 

shafts/utility rooms are exempt from this requirement.  

5. Neighborhood Impact Review 
a. When a new multi-family residential development is adjacent to an existing single-family residential use, 

privacy sensitive areas on adjacent parcels, such as windows and private yards, shall be identified on 
the site plan and a window placement diagram shall be provided. Large evergreen trees, and/or garden 
features (e.g., trellis or supplementary fencing), shall be included to provide a buffer or screening between 
properties and obscure direct sight-lines into private yard areas or windows on adjacent single-family 
residential properties. These must be installed before a certificate of occupancy or final sign-off is issued 
or approved by the City. 

6. Grading Standards 
a. Grading to increase the height of the existing grade shall not be used to increase the height of a structure. 

 
NOTIFICATION SIGN 

 Within five (5) days following the filing of a complete application for building permit plan check for a multi-
family residential project, the applicant shall post a notification sign prominently on the subject property, in 
form and content specified by the Director, providing notice of the pending construction and a contact number 
for the developer. The sign shall be for public information only and shall remain in place for at least fifteen 
(15) calendar days.  
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LOT CONSOLIDATION  
 

 Approval of a Conditional Use Permit must be required and cannot result in the demolition of a structure built 
prior to 1940 with architectural or known historic value as determined by the Historic Preservation 
Commission, Planning Commission, and/or City Council. 

 
SUBDIVISION APPROVALS 
 

 Planning Commission – Parcel Map applications with four or fewer parcels and uses requiring Conditional 
Use Permits must also require a public hearing before the Planning Commission. 
 

 City Council – Subdivision applications with five or more parcels must require a public hearing before the 
City Council.  

 
ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS FOR RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS MORE THAN 50 YEARS OLD 
 

 DEMOLITION ORDINANCE  
ORDINANCE No. 2016-10 (MMC Chapter 17.10) 

 

 INCENTIVES 
To encourage the retention of historic structures, deviations from certain regulations in the Zoning Ordinance 
may be made in order to retain qualified structures, as determined by the Development Review Committee  
or Planning Commission.   These regulations are specified in MMC Section 17.12.060.  

 
This handout is intended to be used as a guide and does not contain all development requirements.  
Specific regulations from the Monrovia Municipal Code (Zoning Code) are available at the Planning 
Division counter, located at 415 South Ivy Avenue, Monrovia, CA 91016, or online at 
www.monroviaca.gov.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the Planning Division at 
(626) 932-5565. 
 
 

 
 

https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/monrovia/latest/monrovia_ca/0-0-0-71727
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/monrovia/latest/monrovia_ca/0-0-0-72084
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/monrovia/latest/monrovia_ca/0-0-0-71374
file://///10.1.1.16/Community%20Development/PLANNING/FORMS%20&%20HANDOUTS/Residential%20Guidelines/www.monroviaca.gov

