MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE
MONROVIA LIBRARY BOARD
HELD THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2025

CONVENE: President Woodford convened the regular meeting of the Monrovia Library
Board on Thursday, September 25, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. in the Monrovia Community Center,
Monroe Room, 119 W. Palm Avenue, Monrovia, California. Staff in attendance:
Community Services Director Tina Cherry, Library Manager Carey Vance, Adult Services
Supervisor Kurt Gally, Youth Services Supervisor Ginger Antunez, Management Analyst
Julie Gallardo and Administrative Assistant Giana Marini.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Vice President Carlson led the Flag Salute.

ROLL CALL: In attendance: Boardmember Hernandez, Vice President Carlson and
President Woodford. Boardmember Ramos and Boardmember Caterino excused.

PRESENTATIONS: None.

CONSENT CALENDAR: was moved by Vice President Carlson and seconded by
Boardmember Hernandez. There were no objections and the motion was unanimously
approved.

CC-1 Unadopted Minutes of the July 24, 2025 Regular Meeting
CC-2 Adult and Youth Services Program Report for September 2025

TEEN ADVISORY BOARD (TAB): Kaylyn Horton, an 8" grader in homeschool shared
upcoming TAB events.

PUBLIC INPUT: None.

AR-1 Teen Advisory Board (TAB) Evaluation — Amanda Carey, Librarian provided
updates on the Teen Advisory Board (TAB). The Teen Advisory Board was founded in
2009 and is for teens in sixth through twelfth grade. This program gives teens the
opportunity to volunteer, plan library programs, develop leadership skills and foster
community.

There are a total of 95 members, including 56 new members that joined this fiscal year. A
total of 49 percent of the members are outside of the Monrovia Unified School District
(MUSD) and 51 percent attend MUSD. The Teen Advisory Board members completed a
total of 1,052 hours of volunteer service, which saved the library $16,811 dollars, which is
based on a Library Aide Salary.

The Teen Advisory Board meets the first Monday of every month to plan programs and
socialize. The Teen Advisory Board volunteers also help with City and Library events
including the Spring Egg Hunt, Make a Difference Day, Monrovia Duarte Black Alumni
Association (MDBAA) Children’s Art Festival, Thankful & Grateful Event, Innovation Lab,
Storytime Craft Help, Lego Club, Craft-tastic, Summer Reading Program Lobby, and more.

CC-1



After discussion, it was moved by Vice President Carlson and seconded by
Boardmember Hernandez to: receive and file AR-1 Teen Advisory Board (TAB)
Evaluation.

AR-2 Veterans Resource Center Update — Kurt Gally, Adult Services Supervisor
provided updates on the Veterans Resource Center. Brock Milhorn is the library’s
Veteran's Resource Center Peer Support Specialist from LA County Veteran’s Peer
Access Network (VPAN) and Bradley White-McBane is the Veterans Service Officer
(CVSO) from LA County Department of Military and Veterans Affairs. The 2024-2025 FY
had a 60 percent increase in connections with veterans and their families from the 2023-
2024 FY with 2,587 from 1,670 the previous year. There were a total of 903 CVSO
appointments, 241 VPAN appointments and 1,343 staff interactions. There were 9
outreach visits 252 outreach connections, 21 veterans programs and 800 program
attendees, which was a 70 percent increase in attendance at programs. Programs
included Movie Matinees, Craft Night, Monthly Veterans Meetups, Paint Night and more.

After discussion, it was moved by Vice President Carlson and seconded by
Boardmember Hernandez to: receive and file AR-2 Veterans Resource Center Update.

REPORTS FROM STAFF:

RFS-1 Carey Vance, Library Manager
e The Boards and Commissions Event is Wednesday, October 1, 2025 at 5:30pm.

e The library hired four new Library Aides from the YES interns program, and one
new Library Clerk.

e The 2025 Summer Reading Program had a total of 3,249 participants, which was
a 45 percent increase from summer 2024. There were 1,952 children, 182 teens
and 1,115 adults who participated in the program. A total of 2,983 prize books were
redeemed with 2,004 books redeemed in June and 979 books in July. A total of
812 passports were completed. There were 369 patrons who completed both the
passports and book redemptions. A total of 1,121 patrons participated in the Bi-
Weekly Circulation Contests which included: Music Word Scramble, Guess that
Album Cover, Music Book Scavenger Hunt, and Rock N Read Maze. A total of
9,806 patrons attended 151 programs, including 78 program for children and
families with 8,651 attendees, 17 teen programs with 331 attendees, and 56 adult
programs with 824 attendees.

e The library is offering a new digital resource to the community. The new resource,
ComicsPlus, is an online comic platform offering digital comics, graphic novels,
and manga from a variety of publishers. Titles are available 24/7 with new content
added every Wednesday and there are no holds or wait list required. Titles are
available for children, teens and adults in English and Spanish with a valid library
card and pin number. Available on desktop and 10S and Google Play app.
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LIBRARY BOARD LIAISON REPORTS:

LR-1 President Woodford: President Woodford provided a suggestion to consider
adding photo scanners to checkout for the Library of Things collection.

LR-2 Vice President Carlson: The Monrovia Public Library Foundation hosted its
regular meeting in August 2025 and approved funding for a variety of projects.

LR-3 Boardmember Caterino: Excused.

LR-4 Boardmember Hernandez: Monrovia Reads will host Read Across Monrovia on
October 2. Monrovia Today brochure will be moving towards an online resource
and will print physical copies on a limited basis. Monrovia Reads is looking for
younger and diverse members and will change the frequency of meetings to better
suit member needs. So All May Read (SAMR) travel packages for fundraising sign
ups will be from October 3 — October 5.

LR-5 Boardmember Ramos: Excused.

NEXT MEETING:

The next regular Library Board meeting will be held on Thursday, October 23, 2025 at
7:00 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT: The regular meeting of the Library Board was adjourned at 7:40 p.m.
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