Al-America City

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT !l”l!

DEPARTMENT: City Manager’s Office MEETING DATE: December 16, 2025
STAFF REFERENCE: Dylan Feik, City Manager AGENDA LOCATION: AR-1
GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 84308 APPLIES: No

TITLE: Repeal of Past City Council Resolution Nos. 1638 and 1693 Expressing the Monrovia City
Council’s Support for the Unjust Treatment and Incarceration of Japanese Americans During World War
Il; Resolution No. 2025-70

OBJECTIVE: To repeal two City Council resolutions from the World War Il era that expressed the City’s
support for the unjust treatment and incarceration of Japanese Americans

BACKGROUND: By the early part of the 20th century, Japanese Americans had started settling in
Monrovia and building businesses, such as strawberry farms, grocery stores, and fruit stands. These
Japanese American Monrovians worked tirelessly to provide for their families and to help the community
grow and prosper. However, after the start of World War I, based on the racism and hysteria that were
prevalent at the time, the City Council adopted two unjust resolutions aimed at keeping Japanese
Americans away from the Pacific Coast. First, on February 2, 1942, the Monrovia City Council adopted
a resolution (Resolution No. 1638) recommending that the federal government transfer all individuals of
Japanese ancestry from Pacific Coast areas to inland points for the duration of World War 1.

Not long after the adoption of this initial resolution, U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed Executive
Order No. 9066. This Executive Order authorized the forced removal of all those who were considered
to be a national security threat from the West Coast to “relocation centers” further inland. Under the
authority of Executive Order No. 9066, more than 120,000 people of Japanese ancestry were
incarcerated in 10 concentration camps during World War 1l, including many Japanese Monrovians.

On June 21, 1943, the Monrovia City Council adopted its second resolution aimed at keeping Japanese
Americans away from the Pacific Coast. This resolution (Resolution No. 1693) opposed the return of
Japanese Americans to the Pacific Coast during World War 1.

Once World War Il ended, some Japanese Americans who had been incarcerated returned to Monrovia
and new Japanese American families came to the City. Many years later in 1988, U.S. President Ronald
Reagan signed the federal Civil Liberties Act of 1988 into law to provide reparations and a formal apology
to Japanese Americans for the grave injustice that was done to them by their forced removal and
relocation to concentration camps during World War 1.

ANALYSIS: The City Council is preparing to open the City’s 9" park in early 2026. Satoru Tsuneishi
Park has been named in honor of a local Japanese American, Satoru Tsuneishi, who lived in Monrovia
and was directly affected by Executive Order No. 9066. Mr. Tsuneishi and his family were removed from
Monrovia and relocated to Heart Mountain Internment Camp in Wyoming during World War 1l. The
Tsuneishi Family returned to Monrovia and rebuilt their lives here, and the park will be dedicated to honor
and celebrate the family and the many others like them who contributed to the Monrovia community.

The City Council’s adoption of two resolutions supporting the unjust treatment and exclusion of Japanese
Americans during World War 1l were dark and regrettable actions that have not been overturned.
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Because the City is committed to cultivating and maintaining an environment of inclusion and respect for
all City residents and visitors alike, it is important that we learn from past mistakes and ensure that such
injustice never happens again.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT: There is no environmental impact associated with the adoption of this
resolution.

FISCAL IMPACT: There is no fiscal impact from the adoption of this resolution.

OPTIONS: The following options are presented for consideration:
1. Adopt Resolution No. 2025-70 to repeal the two offensive resolutions from the World War Il era.
2. Provide additional input or direction.

RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends Option 1.

COUNCIL ACTION REQUIRED: If the City Council concurs, the appropriate action would be a motion
to adopt Resolution No. 2025-70.



RESOLUTION NO. 2025-70

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
MONROVIA, CALIFORNIA, REPEALING RESOLUTION
NOS. 1638 AND 1693, TO RESCIND THE MONROVIA CITY
COUNCIL’S PAST SUPPORT FOR THE UNJUST
INCARCERATION OF JAPANESE AMERICANS DURING
WORLD WAR I

WHEREAS, by the early part of the twentieth century, Japanese Americans had
started settling in Monrovia and building businesses, such as strawberry farms, grocery
stores, and fruit stands. These Japanese American Monrovians worked hard to provide
for their families and to help the community grow and prosper.

WHEREAS, on February 2, 1942, shortly after the attack on Pearl Harbor, the
Monrovia City Council adopted Resolution No. 1638 recommending that the federal
government transfer all individuals of Japanese ancestry from Pacific Coast areas to
inland points for the duration of World War Il.

WHEREAS, on February 19, 1942, United States President Franklin D. Roosevelt
signed Executive Order No. 9066, which authorized the forced removal of all those who
were considered to be a national security threat from the West Coast to “relocation
centers” further inland.

WHEREAS, under Executive Order No. 9066, more than 120,000 people of
Japanese ancestry were incarcerated in 10 concentration camps during World War I,
including many Monrovians of Japanese ancestry.

WHEREAS, on June 21, 1943, the Monrovia City Council adopted Resolution No.
1693 opposing the return of Japanese Americans to the Pacific Coast military areas
during World War 1.

WHEREAS, following World War I, released from incarceration, some Japanese
Americans returned to Monrovia and new Japanese American families came to the City
to contribute to its quality of life.

WHEREAS, Japanese Americans suffered immense injustice while being held at
concentration camps during World War Il, based on hysteria and racism. The Monrovia
City Council’s adoption of these two resolutions were dark and regrettable actions.

WHEREAS, on August 10, 1988, United States President Ronald Reagan signed
the federal Civil Liberties Act of 1988 into law to provide reparations and a formal apology
to Japanese Americans for the grave injustice that was done to them by their forced
removal and relocation to concentration camps during World War Il.

WHEREAS, it is imperative to learn from past mistakes and ensure that such an
injustice never happens again.



NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Monrovia hereby finds,
determines and resolves as follows:

Section 1. The City Council finds that all of the facts set forth in the Recitals of
this Resolution are true and correct.

Section 2. The City Council hereby repeals Resolution No. 1638 and Resolution
No. 1693.

Section 3. The City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this Resolution.

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 16th day of December, 2025.

Becky A. Shevlin, Mayor
City of Monrovia

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM:
Alice D. Atkins, MMC, City Clerk Craig A. Steele, City Attorney
City of Monrovia City of Monrovia
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