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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT !l”l!

DEPARTMENT: City Manager’s Office MEETING DATE: December 16, 2025
STAFF REFERENCE: Dylan Feik, City Manager AGENDA LOCATION: AR-2
GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 84308 APPLIES: Yes

TITLE: Reimbursement Agreement with Monrovia Historic Preservation Group, in the Amount of $20,000
to Submit an Application for Old Town Monrovia to be Considered for the National Register of Historic
Places

OBJECTIVE: To approve a reimbursement agreement with Monrovia Historic Preservation Group in the
amount of $20,000 for fees related to an application for Old Town Monrovia to be considered for the
National Register of Historic Places

BACKGROUND: The National Register of Historic Places is the official list of the nation's historic places
worthy of preservation. Authorized by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the National Park
Service's National Register of Historic Places is part of a national program to coordinate and support
public and private efforts to identify, evaluate, and protect America's historic and archeological resources.
There are nearly 100,000 properties listed in the National Register representing 1.8 million contributing
resources including buildings, sites, districts, structures and objects. Nationwide, nearly every county has
at least one resource listed on the Register. In Monrovia, there are currently five (5) historical resources
listed on the Register:

Aztec Hotel (1925). Monrovia Historic Landmark #10

The Oaks (1885). Monrovia Historic Landmark #4

Upton Sinclair House (1923). Monrovia Historic Landmark #14

Luther Blair House (1887). Monrovia Historic Landmark #166

Brossart House (1887). Monrovia Historic Landmark #167
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Listing in the National Register is the first step towards eligibility for National Park Service-administered
federal preservation tax credits that have leveraged more than $45 billion in private investment and
National Park Service grant programs like Save America's Treasures and Preserve America. Historic
resources are also eligible to apply for California State Historic Tax Credits.

In 2025, the Monrovia Historic Preservation Group (“MOHPG”) hired the Vicksburg Foundation for
Historic Preservation to evaluate an application to nominate Old Town Monrovia for the National Register
of Historic Places. The cost of this survey was $12,000,paid fully by MOHPG, and in June 2025 a Survey
Report was provided to MOHPG. The survey area was limited to the eight blocks bounded by Olive
Avenue on the south, Palm Avenue on the north, Primrose Avenue on the west and Ivy Avenue on the
east. Located within the boundary of this survey area is the original plot of downtown Monrovia, and
includes many of the community’s oldest and most significant commercial, governmental and institutional
buildings, ranging from the oldest surviving commercial building in the city, the Keefer Building (1886),
located at 424-426 South Myrtle Avenue, to the Monrovia City Hall, dedicated on April 10, 1954, and
located at 415 South vy Avenue.

The proposed Old Town Monrovia National Register of Historic Places Historic District boundaries are
defined by the following:
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North Boundary — Palm Avenue
South Boundary — Olive Avenue
East Boundary — Ivy Avenue

West Boundary — Primrose Avenue

The proposed boundary includes all properties along both sides of the street of each boundary.

The Vicksburg Foundation for Historic Preservation has helped prepare applications for 60 historic
resources to be placed on the National Register of Historic Places, all of which have been approved. In
short, the Foundation concluded there is a very strong and likely chance that Old Town Monrovia will
obtain listing on the National Register. The remaining cost to apply for consideration on the National
Register is $20,000. It is expected that a decision will be made in early 2026, sometime around March.

ANALYSIS: The City has long-supported efforts to preserve its community history, support Old Town
Monrovia, and promote economic development. On December 2, 2025, MOHPG hosted a meeting where
City Officials, Members of the Monrovia Old Town Advisory Board, and Old Town merchants were present
to learn about the application process. Information was shared about what a listing on the National
Register means for the City.

The National Register DOES:

1. Identify historically significant buildings, structures, sites, objects and districts according to the
National Register Criteria for Evaluation.

2. Encourage the preservation of historic properties by documenting the significance of historic
properties and by lending support to local preservation activities.

3. Enable federal, state, and local agencies to consider historic properties in the early stages of
planning projects.

4. Provide for review of federally funded, licensed, or sponsored projects which may affect historic
properties.

5. Make owners of historic properties eligible to apply for federal grants-in-aid for preservation
activities.

6. Encourage the rehabilitation of income-producing historic properties which meet preservation
standards through federal tax incentives and in California, through state tax incentives.

7. Encourage the rehabilitation of residential historic properties which meet preservation standards
through California tax incentives.

The National Register DOES NOT:

1. Restrict the rights of private property owners in the use development, or sale of private historic
properties. Under federal law, the listing of a property in the National Register places no
restrictions on what a non-federal owner may do with their property up to and including demolition,
unless the property is involved in a project that receives Federal assistance, usually funding or
licensing/permitting.

Lead automatically to historic district zoning.

Force federal, state, local or private projects to be stopped.

Provide for review of state, local, or privately-funded projects which may affect historic properties.
Guarantee that grant funds will be available for all significant historic properties.

Provide federal tax benefits to owners of residential historic properties, unless those properties
are rental and treated as income-producing by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS).
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Local zoning rules and regulations are not impacted by listing on the National Register, nor does listing
on the National Register prevent or restrict a property or business owner from use, development or sale
of their building. However, it is important for the public to understand, within the context of local
government administration, certain information about the potential impacts of becoming a historic
resource on the National Register.

“Zoning” and “Historic Preservation” serve different purposes and operate through separate regulatory
frameworks. Zoning regulates land use, building form, and development standards, while historic
preservation focuses on the protection of historic resources, typically through design review and



treatment standards (i.e. Secretary of the Interior Standards). The Secretary of the Interior's Standards
are nationally recognized guidelines used to evaluate the appropriate treatment of historic properties,
particularly when alterations are proposed. These standards emphasize retaining and preserving a
building’s historic materials, features, and overall character.

The proposed district boundary incorporates several zoning designations. The Historic Commercial
Downtown (“HCD”) zoning designation, which covers the properties fronting South Myrtle Avenue within
the proposed district, is also the only zoning designation that incorporates both the zoning and historic
preservation planning tools. There are other zoning designations such as Public/Quasi-Public (“P/QP”),
Residential High Density (“RH”), Residential Medium Density (“RM3500”) and various Planned Districts
(“PD”s) in the proposed district. Currently, the Historic Preservation Commission (“HPC”) reviews projects
that affect the exterior architectural appearance of a building within the HCD and NOT projects outside
of the HCD but within the proposed boundary (though some exceptions would apply).

Placement or listing on the National Register identifies an area’s historic significance. It does not change
local zoning designations or apply local historic preservation requirements unless the City adopts
additional implementing regulations. If the intent of the proposed district is long-term preservation, the
City may want to evaluate whether additional zoning or design parameters are needed so staff can
consistently guide applicants throughout the full district area—not only on Myrtle Avenue. It could become
complicated if projects within the National Register District or “boundary” must adhere to different
approval processes.

One additional consideration is that if the proposed district is approved, contributing properties would be
treated as historic resources under the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”). This does not
prohibit development, but it may influence the type of CEQA documentation required for demolition or
larger alterations. The City may want to evaluate whether updates to its CEQA Guidelines are necessary
to ensure consistent review processes for projects within the proposed district.

Because the City has long-embraced historic preservation and Old Town Monrovia, this item has been
prepared for the City Council’s consideration. The consideration is to support the application for listing
Old Town Monrovia on the National Register of Historic Places, and providing a $20,000 reimbursement
to the Monrovia Historic Preservation Group once the application has been filed with the National Park
Service.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT: Placement or listing on the National Register of Historic Places is primarily
an honorary and planning designation that does not automatically create environmental impacts. The
listing does not change or modify existing environmental review processes under the California
Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”). If a project is proposed, the City will process that project application
in compliance with CEQA guidelines and the City’s established planning and zoning laws, rules and
regulations. This work to help protect and preserve historic resources is exempt from environmental
review under CEQA Guidelines Section 15331.

It should be noted that placement or listing on the National Register of Historic Places enables any
building within the historic district to apply for state and federal tax credits. Should a project applicant
seeking tax credits proceed, the project must comply with federal and state processes and environmental
review processes involving federal funding, permits, or licenses.

FISCAL IMPACT: Funding for this agreement, totaling $20,000, has been included in the Fiscal Year
2025-26 General Fund Budget.

OPTIONS: The following options are presented for consideration:

1. To approve a reimbursement agreement with Monrovia Historic Preservation Group, in the
Amount of $20,000 to submit application for Old Town Monrovia to be considered for the National
Register of Historic Places

2. Reject the agreement and request additional information from staff.

RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends Option 1.



COUNCIL ACTION REQUIRED: If the City Council concurs, the appropriate action would be a motion
to approve a reimbursement agreement with Monrovia Historic Preservation Group, in the Amount of
$20,000 to submit application for Old Town Monrovia to be considered for the National Register of Historic
Places, and authorize the City Manager to execute the necessary documents in a form approved by the
City Attorney.



