
City Council Agenda Report – AR-1 
Repeal of Past City Council Resolution Nos. 1638 and 1693 Expressing the Monrovia City Council’s 
Support for the Unjust Treatment and Incarceration of Japanese Americans During World War II; 
Resolution No. 2025-70 



Background

• In 2021, Council approved entitlements to develop a 2.09 acre site with Chick-fil-

A and Starbucks on Huntington Drive. As part of the development, the property 

owner dedicated approximately 8,600 square feet of land adjacent to the 

project to the City for the development of a future community Park

• Council approved an agreement with RHA Landscape-Architects and Planners 

for the development of plans. 

• In 2024, Council approved the naming of the park as Satoru Tsuneishi Park. Mr. 

Tsuneishi was a notable Monrovian who was the first Asian-American to 

graduate from Monrovia Arcadia Duarte High School. 

• Project is under construction since spring 2025 and nearing completion.



Park Design

• Honors Satoru Tsuneishi, Monrovia’s first Japanese American graduate of 

Monrovia Arcadia Duarte High School

• Park design incorporates several stories/features which honor the Tsuneishi 

Family and that of Japanese American families which contributed to Monrovia, 

including –

• 2 park murals featuring “story” of Tsuneishi Family, Route 66

• Blue Start Banners featuring 4 Tsuneishi sons who served in WWII

• Haiku poetry written by Satoru Tsuneishi

• Park design has been inspired and driven by broad community feedback/input 

into the naming, design and features of the park



Resolution No. 1638 (Feb 2, 1942)



Resolution No. 1638 (Feb 2, 1942) continued -



Resolution No. 1693 (June 21, 1943)



Resolution No. 1693 (June 21, 1943) continued -



Council Consideration

• The City Council is preparing to open the City’s 9th park in early 2026. 

Satoru Tsuneishi Park has been named in honor of a local Japanese 

American, Satoru Tsuneishi, who lived in Monrovia and was directly affected 

by Executive Order No. 9066

• Mr. Tsuneishi and his family were removed from Monrovia and relocated to 

Heart Mountain Internment Camp in Wyoming during World War II. 

• The Tsuneishi Family returned to Monrovia and rebuilt their lives here, and 

the park will be dedicated to honor and celebrate the family and the many 

others like them who contributed to the Monrovia community.



Satoru Tsuneishi Park Project Update

• Ribbon Cutting Date is Set – Tuesday, January 13th at 3 p.m.

• Upcoming: Neighborhood Treasures Art Installation for Kiyoshi 

Kuromiya (early 2026)



Council Consideration continued -

• The City Council’s adoption of two resolutions supporting the unjust 

treatment and exclusion of Japanese Americans during World War II were 

dark and regrettable actions that have not been overturned. Because the 

City is committed to cultivating and maintaining an environment of 

inclusion and respect for all City residents and visitors alike, it is important 

that we learn from past mistakes and ensure that such injustice never 

happens again.

Council Consideration -

• Option 1. Adopt Resolution No. 2025-70 to repeal the two offensive 

resolutions from the World War II era.

• Option 2. Provide additional input or direction.



Questions? 


