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Repeal of Past City Council Resolution Nos. 1638 and 1693 Expressing the Monrovia City Council’s | _
Support for the Unjust Treatment and Incarceration of Japanese Americans During World War II;  Piee. REtt
Resolutlon No. 2025- 70 '



Background

* In 2021, Council approved entitlements to develop a 2.09 acre site with Chick-fil-
A and Starbucks on Huntington Drive. As part of the development, the property
owner dedicated approximately 8,600 square feet of land adjacent to the
project to the City for the development of a future community Park

« Council approved an agreement with RHA Landscape-Architects and Planners
for the development of plans.

« In 2024, Council approved the naming of the park as Satoru Tsuneishi Park. Mr.
Tsuneishi was a notable Monrovian who was the first Asian-American to
graduate from Monrovia Arcadia Duarte High School.

« Project is under construction since spring 2025 and nearing completion. ... ..
MONROVIA



Park Design

« Honors Satoru Tsuneishi, Monrovia’s first Japanese American graduate of
Monrovia Arcadia Duarte High School

« Park design incorporates several stories/features which honor the Tsuneishi
Family and that of Japanese American families which contributed to Monrovia,

including —

« 2 park murals featuring “story” of Tsuneishi Family, Route 66
« Blue Start Banners featuring 4 Tsuneishi sons who served in WWI
* Haiku poetry written by Satoru Tsuneishi

« Park design has been inspired and driven by broad community feedback/input

into the naming, design and features of the park MONROVIA
e



Resolution No. 1638 (Feb 2, 1942)

i our
RESCLUTICN NO. 1632 N. S. WHEREAS, the hazard of these Japanese asliens near

defense points and public utility plants is evidenced by the fact

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY CF thet 80% of Japznese residents here retain their native Buddhist
MONROVIA, CALIFORNIA, RECCLMMENDING THAT THE i .
FEDERAL éG;EENMEﬂT Tﬁgmsrﬂﬂ_QLL IEEAHESE_ALIEEE and Shinto religions; that the Shinto religion is that of the Eup-
FROM PACIFIC COAST AREAS TO INLAND POINTS FCR N X

THE DURATICN OF THE WAR. gror of Japan end inecludes worship of encesiors and the bellel

thet soldiers who die for Japan become spirits to be worshipped;

WEEREAS, there are 93,717 Japanese residents of Calif- and
ornie of whieh 53,569 are aliens end 36,366 Japanese are residents WHEREAS, the strong ties of religious belief are often
of Lo= Angeles County of whieh 13,391 are aliens: and so implanted in humans that they are prone to revert to original
WHEREAS, because Japanese aliens asre a poteatial sourcs or native allesience in periods of stress or emotvion; and
of danger to our securiiy it would be advisable for the Federal WHEREAS, in the event of an invasion of California by

Government to transfer them from Pacific Coast =rezs and care for forces of Japan, the civil population of (elifornis would be un-

them at inlend points where they could till the scil far removed able to cope with the targe Jspenese population which would con-
from sirfields, powerlines, water reservoirs end water limes and stitute a potentially demgerous fifth column ememy, and
other stretegic defense facilities; and CITY OF

MONROVIA



Resolution No. 1638 (Feb 2, 1942) continued -

WEEREAS, it is difficult if not impossible to distinmguish
hetween loyel and disloyal Jepanese =2liens;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that immediste zction be taken
to transfer Japanese aliens from coastgl points to inland areas
for reasons explained herein,

AND BE IT FURTEER RESCGVED that copies of this resolu-
tion be sent to the President of the United States; to the two Cel-
ifornia Senstors, to Hon. Jerry Voorhis, Member of Congress, and
t0 the Federal Burean of Investigatiorn.

Passed and spproved by the City Couneil of loarovia, Cal-
ifornia, at a regular mesting of the Council on the 2nd day of

February, 1542.

APPROVED: | / ;
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CITY OF

or of the €ity of ’
konrovia, Galifgrlliﬂ* MONROVIA




Resolution No. 1693 (June 21, 1943)

RESOLUTION NO. 1693 NEW SERIES

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY

OF MONROVIA, CALIFORNIA, OFPOSING THE

RETURN OF JAPANESE TO THE WEST COAST

AREA DURING THE PRESENT ELERGENCY.

WHEREAS, following the commencement of hostilities
at Pearl Harbor by Japanese against the people of the United
States, by order of the Military Commander, dictated by
military necessity, all persons of Japanese ancestry were
excluded from the military areas in the States of Oregon,
Washington and California; and

WHEREAS, there are situated within this area pros-
pective landing beaches, military installations and vast in-
dustries wholly engaged in the production of materiel for

the successful conduct of tThe War; and

WHEREAS, plans and proposals to remove and dils-
perse such Japanese from the relocation centers where they
are now held, and to modify or 1ift the military regulations
that now forbhid their return to the Paciflic Coast military
areas, are being considered; and

WHEREAS, many Japanese possess strong religious,
ideological and family ties with Japan, and the military
situation does not justify the return of persons of Japanese
ancestry at this time;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF MONROVIA, that to permit the return of persons
of the Japanese race to the Pacifiec Coast military areas
would afford opportunity for numerous aets of sabotage, es-

plonage and Fifth Column activity that would endanger and

CITY OF
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Resolution No. 1693 (June 21, 1943) continued -

impair the public welfare, and constitute an unnecessary
and unwarranted threat to the entire Nation;

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the City Council hereby
records its opposition to the return of any Japanese to the
Pacific Coast military areas, and calls upon California
senators and representatives in the Congress to actively
and vigorously oppose any plan or movement seeking to
accomplish that purpose until the Japanese aggressor uncon-
ditionally surrenders.

The foregoing Resolution was adopted at a regu-
lar meeting of the Council of the City of Monrovia on June
21, 1943, by the following vote:

AVES: Brown, Cole, Emberson, Radford and
Williams.

NOES: None
ABSENT: None
SIGNED and APPROVED this 21st day of June, 1943.

CITY OF
and lMayor of the City of E MONROVIA
Monrovi California




Council Consideration

« The City Council is preparing to open the City's 9th park in early 2026.
Satoru Tsuneishi Park has been named in honor of a local Japanese
American, Satoru Tsuneishi, who lived in Monrovia and was directly affected
by Executive Order No. 9066

« Mr. Tsuneishi and his family were removed from Monrovia and relocated to
Heart Mountain Internment Camp in Wyoming during World War |l.

* The Tsuneishi Family returned to Monrovia and rebuilt their lives here, and
the park will be dedicated to honor and celebrate the family and the many
others like them who contributed to the Monrovia community.

CCCCCC
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Satoru Tsuneishi Park Project Update

« Ribbon Cutting Date is Set — Tuesday, January 13t at 3 p.m.

« Upcoming: Neighborhood Treasures Art Installation for Kiyoshi

Kuromiya (early 2026) MONROVlA




Council Consideration continued -

« The City Council’s adoption of two resolutions supporting the unjust
treatment and exclusion of Japanese Americans during World War Il were
dark and regrettable actions that have not been overturned. Because the
City is committed to cultivating and maintaining an environment of
inclusion and respect for all City residents and visitors alike, it is important
that we learn from past mistakes and ensure that such injustice never
happens again.

Council Consideration -
« Option 1. Adopt Resolution No. 2025-70 to repeal the two offensive
resolutions from the World War Il era.

« Option 2. Provide additional input or direction. .o,

MONROVIA






