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Purpose of this Presentation Honrovi

» Provide a brief overview of the National Register of Historic
Places Program

> Provide information about the Monrovia Historic Preservation
Group (MOHPG) efforts to-date

> Council consideration of a $20,000 reimbursement to the
Monrovia Historic Preservation Group (MOHPG) to support the
application to place Old Town Monrovia on the National
Register of Historic Places
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Survey Report for proposed Monrovia, California Downtown
National Register of Historic Places Historic District

On April 12 through April 14, 2025, a site visit was made to Monrovia. California, in order to
photograph and survey buildings located within the main area of the Old Town Monrovia district.
The purpose of this survey was to inventory every building and determine whether each was
contributing or non-contributing to the district with the anticipation of creating a National
Register of Historie Places historic district.

The survey area was limited to the eight-blocks bounded by Olive Avenue on the south, Palm
Avenue on the north, Primrose Avenue on the west and Ivy Avenue on the east. Some buildings
that face these boundary streets. but are not located within the boundary, were surveyed if they
were historic and connected to the eight-block area. Every building within this area was
photographed and surveyed to access its contributing status to a proposed National Register
historie district. Located within the boundary of this survey area is the original plat of downtown
Monrovia and includes many of the communities oldest and most significant conmmmercial.
governmental and institutional buildings ranging from the oldest surviving commercial building
in the city. the Keefer Building, 1887, located at 424-426 South Myrtle Avenue, to the Monrovia
City Hall, dedicated on April 10, 1954, and located at 415 South Ivy Avenue.

The survey forms for each property include a current photograph(s). a detailed description of the
building and whether or not the building would contribute to a proposed National Register of
Historic Places historic district. In order for a building to be designated as contributing to the
district it must be at least fifty years old. either based on the original construction date or if
remodeled, the date of that remodeling. and the building must retain sufficient integrity from the
period of significance for the district to relay its historic character to the district.

Abbreviations used throughout the survey:
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Background Information

» The program to identify historic resources in the United States
was established in 1935 and expanded in 1966 (with the passage
of the National Historic Preservation Act). Today, there are over
100,000 listings of historic buildings, sites, districts, structures,
and objects across the United States. Generally speaking, the
proposed listing must be at least 50 years old to be eligible for
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Monrovia currently has 5 buildings listed on the National Register of

Historic Places. All of them are also locally landmarked.

Upton Sinclair House (1923) — HL #14 Luther Blair House (1887) - HL #166 Brossart House (1887) — HL #167



Why Place Downtown Monrovia on the
National Register?

> Provides formal recognition of the downtown’s historical sighificance.

> Provides preservation incentives such as: federal preservation grants and federal
investment tax credits.

» Becomes part of the National Register Archives, a public searchable database.

» Celebrates the listing with a bronze plaque identifying the property as being listed on the
National Register.



About the Application for Old Town
Monrovia

» 120 Elements
» 87 contributing buildings
» 33 non-contributing buildings
> 2 previously listed buildings (Luther Blair & Brossart Houses)
» Contributing structures
» Rotary Band shell
» Farmers Fountain

» Stone from earlier city hall
» town clock

» Non-contributing structures
» Library Fountain
» Centennial-Monroe Marker
» Mark Twain statue



Zoning Map

PROPOSED OLD TOWN HISTORIC DISTRICT PROPOSED OLD TOWN HISTORIC DISTRICT
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Information Provided by MOHPG

WHAT A LISTING DOES DO

1. Identity historically signiticant buildings, structures, sites, objects and districts
according to the National Register Criteria for Evaluation.

2. Encourage the preservation of historic properties by documenting the significance
of historic properties and by lending support to local preservation activities.

3. Enable federal, state, and local agencies to consider historic properties in the early
stages of planning projects.

4. Provide for review of federally funded, licensed, or sponsored projects which may
atfect historic properties.

5. Make owners of historic properties eligible to apply for federal grants-in-aid for
preservation activities.

6. Encourage the rehabilitation of income-producing historic properties which meet
preservation standards through federal tax incentives and in California,
through state tax incentives.

7. Encourage the rehabilitation of residential historic properties which meet
preservation standards through California tax incentives.




Information Provided by MOHPG

WHAT A LISTING DOES NOT DO

1. Restrict the rights of private property owners in the use, development, or sale of
private historic properties. Under Federal Law, the listing of a property in

the

National Register places no restrictions on what a non-tfederal owner

may do with their property up to and including demolition, unless the
property is involved in a project that receives Federal assistance, usually
funding or licensing/permitting.

2. Lead automatically to historic district zoning,

3. Force federal, state, local or private projects to be stopped.

4. Provide for review of state, local, or privately-funded projects which may affect
historic properties.

5. Guarantee that grant funds will be available for all significant historic properties.

6. Provic

e federal tax benetits to owners of residential historic properties, unless those

PrO;

verties are rental and treated as income-producing by the IRS.



Council Options for Consideration

» 1. To approve a reimbursement agreement with Monrovia Historic Preservation Group, in
the Amount of $20,000 to submit application for Old Town Monrovia to be considered for
the National Register of Historic Places

» 2. Reject the agreement and request additional information from staff.

Staff Recommendation —

» Option 1 - approve a reimbursement agreement with Monrovia Historic Preservation Group,
in the Amount of $20,000 to submit application for Old Town Monrovia to be considered for
the National Register of Historic Places



Thank you!

Dylan Feik, City Manager
dfeik@monroviaca.gov
801-821-1734
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