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BUILDING DIVISION OVERVIEW
(OPERATIONYS)

The Building Division Operation
is organized into three functions: =

(1) Counter Services

Processing and Issuing all types of permits
(building, mechanical, plumbing, electrical)
Processing plan check submittals
Calculating Project Valuation and Fees
Processing Subdivision Maps

Processing and Issuing Grading Permits
Route, Circulate, and Track Plans

Etc....




BUILDING DIVISION OVERVIEW
(OPERATIONY)

The Building Division Operation
is organized into three functions:

(2) Inspection Services

Scheduling of Inspections

Perform Field Inspections

Performing Special Housing Inspections
Issue Stop Work Notices

Issue Red or Yellow Tags

Sending Utility Releases

Assist Fire with Disasters related to
Structures

Assist Code Enforcement with Building
Matters

Etc..




BUILDING DIVISION OVERVIEW
(OPERATIONY)

The Building Division Operation
is organized into three functions:;

(3) Plan Check Services

Review plans and calculations for Code
Compliance

Review of tests, reports, and specifications
Provide Technical Code Assistance

Keep Building Code up to date

Manage City's Plan Review Consultants
Etc....




BUILDING DIVISION OVERVIEW
(METRICS)

Calendar Year

Building Division Metrics 2025*

1,515
Number of Plan Checks Submitted (1st Chk) 447
17,106

*as of 12/10/2025




NEW BUILDING CODES
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BRIEF HISTORY OF BUILDING CODES

History Lesson: Did you know?

The earliest known building code can be found in the Code of
Hammurabi, the sixth king of Babylon who ruled from 1792 BC to
1750 BC:

“If a builder builds a house for someone, and does not construct it
properly, and the house which he built falls in and kills its owner,
then that builder shall be put to death.”

- Hammurabi Code of Laws Number 229




BRIEF HISTORY OF BUILDING CODES

Fast forward to American law regarding the built environment, a
relatively rapid evolution has occurred since the mid-1800s, largely
as a result of disasters:

1871: Great Chicago Fire

1872: Great Boston Fire

1906: The Great San Francisco Earthquake
1933: Long Beach Earthquake

1961: Los Angeles Wildfires

1971: San Fernando Earthquake

1980: MGM Grand Hotel Fire

1994: Northridge Earthquake

2025: Eaton and Palisades Fires




BRIEF HISTORY OF BUILDING CODES

1927 Code Book 2025 California Codes (“Building Code”)

(~250 Pages) (~6,000 Pages)
s s reo. U California Building Code (Vol. 1&2)

California Residential Code
California Existing Building Code
California Historical Building Code
California Wildland-Urban Interface
California Fire Code

California Energy Code

California Mechanical Code
California Electrical Code
California Plumbing Code

CALGreen

In 1927, ICBO published the first Uniform
Building Code (UBC). The UBC was adopted . .
by many local governments. It established California Codes get updated
uniformity of building codes in California. on a 3-year cycle.

Local Amendments




BUILDING CODE ADOPTION

NEW CODES ARE REQUIRED TO BE ADOPTED

Sections 13145.3, 17922, 17958 and 18941.5 of the California Health and Safety
Code requires that the latest California Building Standard Codes apply to local
construction 180 days after they become effective at the State level (July 1, 2025).

The California Building Standards Commission has adopted the 2025 Edition of
the California Code of Regulations. State Law requires that these Codes become
effective at the local level on January 1, 2026.

Monrovia is adopting these updated Codes—along with a small set of local
amendments—as our new Monrovia Building Code.




LOCAL AMENDMENTS & AB130

LOCAL AMENDMENTS

m Sections 17958.5 and 17958.7 of the California Health and Safety Code permits local
jurisdictions to amend the Codes. Local amendments can be enacted through express findings
and determination. Such amendments are reasonably necessary because of how local climatic,
geological, or topographical conditions can affect the jurisdiction.

It is the intent and purpose of the proposed amendments to (1) minimize, prevent and protect
the community from natural hazards (e.g., earthquakes, floods, fires, etc.) and (2) improve the
health and welfare of the community through green and sustainable construction practices.

Much emphasis and work has been put in this code cycle due to California’s recent wildfire
activity.

AB 130

= Normally, cities can modify the State codes to address local needs. However, Assembly Bill 130,
effective June 30, 2025, places a six-year moratorium on local amendments that affect
residential units.




LOCAL AMENDMENTS & AB130

AB 130

The only local changes allowed for housing are those that:

= Match amendments already in effect before September 30, 2025, and/or
" |Improve wildfire resistance.

Because of this, Monrovia will continue using the same local amendments the City adopted
during the last code cycle along with some new Fire code amendments.

These are allowed under AB 130 because they were already in place before the moratorium and
the new Fire code amendments improve wildfire resistance.

In this ordinance staff is also proposing minor updates to the Administrative Code to help
improve cross-references and maintain consistency with the 2025 Codes.




KEY 2025 CODE CHANGES

What's New This Cycle

CALIFORI

" The biggest change this year is the introduction of the
2025 California Wildland-Urban Interface Code (CWUICQ).

This new code pulls together wildfire-resilience
requirements that were previously scattered across CALFORNIAQODE OF REGULATONS T
multiple codes.

Modeled after the ICC's WUI Code, the CWUIC does not
add major new requirements; instead, it organizes
existing rules into one clear, easy-to-use document. This
is @ major step forward in making wildfire-related
standards more streamlined statewide.




RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends City Council approve
Ordinance No. 2025-14




THANK YOU
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