MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE
MONROVIA LIBRARY BOARD
HELD THURSDAY, APRIL 23, 2026

CONVENE: President Woodford convened the regular meeting of the Monrovia Library
Board on Thursday, April 23, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. in the Monrovia Community Center,
Monroe Room, 119 W. Palm Avenue, Monrovia, California. Staff in attendance:
Community Services Director Rebecca Sandoval, Library Manager Carey Vance, Adult
Services Supervisor Kurt Gally, Youth Services Supervisor Ginger Antunez and Senior
Administrative Assistant Miga Wang.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Boardmember Ramos led the Flag Salute.

ROLL CALL: In attendance: Boardmember Ramos, Vice President Carlson, and
President Woodford. Boardmember Hernandez was absent.

PRESENTATIONS: None.

CONSENT CALENDAR: CC-1 was moved by Vice President Carlson and seconded by
Boardmember Ramos. CC-2 and CC-3 were moved by Boardmember Ramos and
seconded by Vice President Carlson. There were no objections and the motion was
unanimously approved.

CC-1 Unadopted Minutes of the February 26, 2026 Regular Meeting
CC-2 Adult and Youth Services February 2026 Program Report
CC-3  Adult and Youth Services March 2026 Program Report

TEEN ADVISORY BOARD (TAB): Kaylyn Horton, TAB councilmember shared upcoming
TAB events.

PUBLIC INPUT: None.

AR-1 Library Strategic Plan Q2 2026 Progress Report — Carey Vance, Library
Manager, provided the 2026 Q2 Library Strategic Plan Progress Report. As of April 2026,
a total of 5,391 patrons attended library programs for all ages during January through
March. There have been 13,876 game collection items that have been borrowed,
averaging 385 checkouts per month. The Past Perfect platform through the Legacy Project
had 11,088 searches from the first quarter in 2026, which is a 59 percent increase over
the same period last year. There were 160 patrons who attended the special Innovation
Labs that were co-hosted with local teen organizational partners including, WOW! That’s
STEM and Monrovia High’s Math & Science Academy (MASA).

The library presented programs highlighting the Library of Things collection, serving 288
participants (Experiences, Goal 6), and partnered with community organizations to deliver
25 One City, One Story programs from January through March 2026, reaching 1,960
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attendees through storytimes, workshops, discussions, and craft activities (Partnerships,
Goal 2).

Staff will continue exploring ways to maximize both indoor and outdoor library spaces for
community use, expand programming and services while using technology that meet
patrons where they are whether at the library or out in the community.

After discussion, it was moved by Vice President Carlson and seconded by Boardmember
Ramos to: receive and file Library Strategic Plan Q2 2026 Progress Report.

REPORTS FROM STAFF:

RFS-1 Rebecca Sandoval, Community Services Director

+ Applications for Boards and Commissions are due Friday, May 1, 2026. The
Library Board will have one vacancy for an unexpired term ending in 2028 and
two for a three-year term from 2026 to 2029.

*The Monrovia Days Parade on Thursday, May 14, 2026 will award the best
displays that exemplify Western, Route 66, or the country's 250th birthday
themes. The Parade Award Ceremony is scheduled for Saturday, May 16, 2026.
The Community Festival will start on Friday, May 15, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. and
continue until Sunday, May 17, 2026, concluding at 8:00 p.m.

*This year, the City raised over $20,000 dollars during the Wine Walk. The
Boardmembers were thanked for hosting a wine stop at the library. During the
event, 14 new library cards were issued, and staff recorded 142 interactions
related to the Library of Things and other general questions.

« City of Monrovia Annual Neighborhood Conference — Saturday, April 25, 9:00
am — 2:00 pm.

« Sandy Burud named Monrovia's Older Monrovian of the Year.

RFS-2 Carey Vance, Library Manager

 During the One City, One Story program, the library hosted dozens of events
and distributed thousands of free books throughout the community.

* The Veterans Community Picnic was held on April 18, with 260 attendees and
participation from 19 community partners.

* Following Annette Simpson’s retirement, Chris Escobedo transitioned his role to
Children’s Librarian, and Maira Hernandez-Andrade was promoted from part-
time Library Associate to full-time Adult Librarian.

*The library received a $10,000 dollar grant from the Tournament of Roses
Foundation. These funds will support youth STEAM programming, including the
Innovation Lab and Mini Lab for toddlers, as well as the purchase of Cubelets
and related lesson plans.
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LIBRARY BOARD LIAISON REPORTS:

LR-1 President Woodford: President Woodford was recently elected as the California
State President of the United States Daughters of 1812, an organization with
approximately 240 members statewide. President Woodford also attended the
National meeting in Washington, D.C.

LR-2 Vice President Carlson: The Tournament of Roses Foundation funded $10,000
dollars for Library programs.

LR-3 Boardmember Hernandez: Absent.

LR-4 Boardmember Ramos: No report.

NEXT MEETING:

The next regular Library Board meeting will be held on Thursday, May 28, 2026 at 7:00
p.m.

ADJOURNMENT: The regular meeting of the Library Board was adjourned at 7:53
p.m.
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