CITY OF MONROVIA
COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMISSION
AGENDA REPORT

DEPARTMENT: Community Services MEETING DATE: June 9, 2026

PREPARED BY: Eugene Suk, AGENDA LOCATION: CC-2
Hillside Wilderness Preserve Supervisor

TITLE: Canyon Park and Hillside Wilderness Preserve Patrol Update for April 2026.

OBJECTIVE: To provide an update on operations and programs for Canyon Park and activities related
to Canyon Park and the Hillside Wilderness Preserve (HWP) recorded for the month of April 2026.

BACKGROUND: Since the late 1800’s Canyon Park has served as a cherished outdoor destination for
Monrovia residents and visitors alike. Nestled in the picturesque foothills, the park offers access to diverse
natural resources that contribute to the community’s overall wellbeing providing fresh air, vital wildlife
habitat, and peaceful spaces for recreation and reflection. These natural assets promote both physical
and mental health while fostering a lasting appreciation for the environment and a shared commitment to
its stewardship.

Now, more than six months after officially reopening in June 2025, Canyon Park has welcomed an
incredible outpouring of community support and enthusiasm. Visitors have returned in strong numbers to
enjoy special events, naturalist led hikes, interpretive tours, the Nature Center, scenic trails, the waterfall,
and sweeping views of the San Gabriel Valley. The extended reopening has allowed staff and volunteers
to fully restore and enhance park facilities, strengthen trail conditions, and expand educational
programming. The overwhelmingly positive response from guests has reaffirmed the park’s role as a
treasured community resource, and our team of naturalists and dedicated volunteers remains committed
to preserving and improving Canyon Park for everyone to enjoy.

ANALYSIS:

Canyon Park

During April, Canyon Park operations reflected the full transition into spring, with maintenance efforts
adapting to changing conditions and supporting seasonal growth. Canyon Park Volunteers and Managed
Career Solutions (MCS) crews prioritized addressing increased vegetation growth in the areas of visitor
activity. Work efforts focused on clearing and removing downed limbs, trimming overgrowth, and
reinforcing trail surfaces to improve accessibility and reduce potential hazards. Crews also installed and
maintained trail edge barriers to help prevent erosion, protect surrounding vegetation on the trail pathway.
These actions collectively support ecological health, preserve trail integrity, and enhance visitor safety
as park usage continues to be a popular location for the welcoming spring weather.

During April, Canyon Park continued deliver community engagement through a variety of family oriented

programs and outreach efforts. Popular activities included Storytime in the Park, which encouraged early
literacy and a connection to nature, and Kids Craft in the Canyon, offering hands on creative experiences
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for younger visitors. In addition to on site programming, staff actively engaged with the community through
outreach booths at the Veterans Picnic and the Monrovia Neighborhood Conference, where Earth Day
and Arbor Day were celebrated. These efforts supported community involvement while promoting
recreation, education, and appreciation for the park’s natural environment.

Hillside Wilderness Preserve

During April, the Ridgeside and Cloverleaf access points continued to see steady recreational use as the
preserve moved fully into the spring season. Warmer weather and longer daylight hours contributed to
consistent visitation, with hikers choosing the preserve as a preferred outdoor destination.

Both access points were regularly used by hikers and mountain bikers, offering useful insight into shifting
patterns as seasonal activity continues to rise. These trends underscore the preserve’s ongoing appeal
and its role in providing accessible outdoor recreation opportunities within Monrovia.

Staff conducted routine patrols throughout the preserve while gathering additional observational data to
support Eco Counter readings at key locations. Combining on site observations with automated tracking
allows for a more complete and accurate understanding of recreational use, helping staff better monitor
changes in visitation over time.

April 2026
Canyon Park and Hillside Wilderness Preserve Activity Log

Canyon Park and HWP 225 hours of maintenance in April 2026

April 1 Ben Overturff Trail — Canyon park Volunteers cleared a tree that fell onto the trail.
April 3 Ben Overturff Trail - Canyon park Volunteers cleared a tree that fell onto the trail and cleared overgrown brush along the
trail.

April 6 Bill Cull and Waterfall Trail - Canyon park Volunteers cleared overgrown brush along the trail.

April 8 Ben Overturff Trail — Canyon park Volunteers cleared a tree that fell onto the trail.

April 10 | Ben Overturff Trail - Canyon park Volunteers cleared overgrown brush along the trail.

April 13 | Bill Cull and Waterfall Trail - Canyon park Volunteers cleared overgrown brush along the trail.

April 15 | Ben Overturff Trail — Canyon park Volunteers cleared overgrown brush along the trail.

April 17 | Ben Overturff Trail - Canyon park Volunteers cleared overgrown brush along the trail.

April 20 | Bill Cull and Waterfall Trail - Canyon park Volunteers cleared overgrown brush along the trail.

April 22 | Hillside Wilderness Preserve - Canyon park Volunteers cleared overgrown brush along the trail.

April 24 | Hillside Wilderness Preserve - Canyon park Volunteers cleared overgrown brush along the trail.

April 27 | Waterfall Trail — Canyon Park Volunteers installed edge barriers along the trail to prevent trail erosion.

April 27 | Hillside Wilderness Preserve - Canyon Park Volunteers installed edge barriers along the trail to prevent trail erosion.
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PATROLS ACTIVITY
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Eco - Counter April 2026
. Total Daily Weekday | Weekend )
Location Busiest Day
Counted Average Average Average
Ridgeside 5,539 185 167 223 4/11/2026
Ridgeside In 3,072 102 92 131 4/25/2026
Ridgeside Out 2,467 82 75 102 4/11/2026
Cloverleaf 800 27 18 51 4/4/2026
Cloverleaf In 453 15 9 31 4/4/2026
Cloverleaf Out 347 12 9 19 4/4/2026
Cloverleaf Cyclist 180 6 6 7 4/1/2026
Cloverleaf Cyclist In 90 3 3 3 4/1/2026
Cloverleaf Cyclist Out 90 3 3 4 4/4/2026

RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the Community Services Commission move to receive and file
CC-2, Canyon Park and Hillside Wilderness Preserve Patrol Update for April 2026.

COMMISSION ACTION REQUIRED: If the Community Services Commission concurs, the appropriate
action would be a motion to: Receive and file CC-2 Canyon Park and Hillside Wilderness Preserve Patrol

Update for April 2026.



