Sarah Godinez

From: vahoo vai I

Sent: Sunday, June 28, 2026 12:30 PM
To: City Clerk
Subject: Public comment for 7/7/26 meeting of the City Council

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Honorable City Council members,
| am unable to attend the meeting on 7/726 and am thus sending my comments via email.

| would like to urge you to create the position of city arborist. Listed below are the reasons to support
this idea.

What would be the responsibilities of a city arborist?
e To enforce the tree protection ordinance

o To oversee the work of our contracted tree maintenance company, West Coast Arborist

« To fulfill the existing duties concerning trees that are currently allocated to a variety of
departments, such a Public Works, City Council, City Planning, Community Services, the
Development Review Committee

o To formulate a management plan for the city’s urban forest
o This plan would maintain the health of our trees through diversifying the species, age,
and location of the trees.
o This plan would increase the tree canopy of the city, with a focus on the areas that have
the lowest percentage of tree cover.
= In preparation for planting of 200 trees by Amigos de los Rios in February, the
city contracted out a survey of the vacant spots in the central parts of the city
where trees could beneficially be planted and 1500 were found. A city arborist
could work on the goal of getting these spots filled, through volunteer efforts,
donations, city funding and winning grants. This would truly transform our city.

« To educate the residents about tree care and encourage tree planting
o In speaking with residents while collecting signatures for the tree-related petitions, we
frequently hear about struggles with how to care for trees- how to keep them healthy,
properly watered, and pruned as needed- and how to get trees that they would like to
plant. A city arborist could provide this needed and desired service to our residents. In
exchange for asking residents to grow trees that clean, cool and benéefit our city, we
could provide this assistance.

What would be the financial savings of having a city arborist?
o Enforcing the tree protection ordinance will provide funds to the city through permit fees
o Overseeing the tree planting and maintenance activities of West Coast Arborist (WCA) will
save money for the city and make good use of the funds that we allocate for our trees.
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o WCA planted 150 trees along a two block section of Duarte Rd near Live Oak
Cemetery. It is an area that sees little pedestrian traffic and that already has large
shade trees. The species of trees that were planted are small and thus will not provide
extensive shade. Many trees were planted on the north side of the sidewalk, along
Caltrans property. These will not shade the sidewalk and will need regular pruning to
keep them from growing over the train tracks. At a price of $285 per tree, these
plantings cost the city almost $43,000.

« By taking on the duties that are currently assigned to various councils, departments, and
committees, the time and energy of these groups will be freed up to fulfill their other duties.

« By increasing the tree canopy, the cooling effect, the pollutant uptake, and the water retention
by trees will be increased. These will reduce energy expenditures for cooling of buildings and
will enhance the health of the environment.

« The city will have the opportunity to win funds from private, county, state, and federal grant
programs.

How do neighboring cities employ city arborists?
Pasadena maintains an Urban Forestry division within the Department of Public Works, employing
dedicated city arborists to manage public street trees and enforce tree protection ordinances.

Glendale employs staff urban foresters and city arborists who directly oversee public tree-related
projects, handle resident concerns, and manage planting and pruning contractors.

El Monte operates under an Urban and Community Forestry Management Plan, partnering with
organizations like TreePeople to staff local community foresters and arborists.

LA County unincorporated areas of the San Gabriel Valley rely on the Los Angeles County Public
Works Road Maintenance District Urban Forestry Unit, which employs County arborists.

| hope this information convinces you of the value to the city of having an arborist on staff.

Thank you for your attention,
Karen Jain
Monrovia resident



Date: July 4, 2026
To: City Clerk, Mayor, and Monrovia City Council Members

Subject: Thank you to the City Clerk’s Office for bilingual council agendas

Dear City Clerk, Mayor, and Council Members,

I am writing to share a quick public comment to formally recognize and thank the City Clerk’s office for
their recent decision to start publishing City Council meeting agendas in both English and Spanish. As a

resident, | was incredibly glad to see this update go into effect.

Local government functions best when everyone can actually participate. In a community like ours,
where just about 30% of our neighbors primarily speak Spanish at home, this isn't just a minor
administrative tweak, it is a huge step forward for real local democracy. By putting out these agendas
bilingually, the City Clerk's office has removed a very real barrier, making it much easier for a large
portion of our community to follow city business, keep up with new ordinances, and have a voice in

what happens to their neighborhoods.

| really appreciate this kind of practical, forward-thinking approach to communication. It shows a
genuine commitment to making sure city hall stays open, transparent, and accessible to absolutely

everyone living in Monrovia.

Please pass along my sincere thanks to the City Clerk and the entire team for their hard work on this. It
makes a meaningful difference, and it definitely does not go unnoticed.

Blessings,
Brian Yamaguchi
Monrovia Resident
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