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PREPARED BY: Kerri Zessau, Project Coordinator

TITLE: Selection of the 2026 Footnotes Sidewalk Poetry Contest

OBJECTIVE: Approve the winners and expenditures of the 2026 Footnotes Sidewalk Poetry Contest

DISCUSSION: In 2017, the Art in Public Places Committee and the Monrovia City Council approved
the Sidewalk Poetry and Monrovia Moments Program. The program, now known as "Footnotes,"
consists of poems and interesting historical facts (known as Monrovia Moments) that are stamped into
newly poured concrete throughout the City, creating unexpected moments of art and discovery within
the public realm.

The Footnotes Program was designed to celebrate the literary talents of the community while
encouraging walkability and enriching the pedestrian experience. Through this unique public art
initiative, residents and visitors alike can encounter poetry woven into the City's sidewalks, fostering a
sense of place and community pride. The annual contest is open to individuals of all ages who live,
work, or attend school in Monrovia. To date, there are 51 Footnotes installed throughout the City.

The Community Development Department coordinates with the Public Works Department to incorporate
Footnotes into sidewalk improvement projects as opportunities arise. While the program does not fund
or initiate sidewalk replacement, it complements ongoing public improvement projects and may also be
incorporated into private development projects when new sidewalk panels are installed. Installed
throughout residential neighborhoods, along major corridors, and in front of local businesses, Footnotes
have become a unique form of public art that encourages exploration while celebrating Monrovia's
literary and creative community. This approach allows the collection to grow organically while creating
meaningful artistic experiences throughout the city.

The Sidewalk Poetry Contest was held throughout June 2026. The contest was promoted through the
City of Monrovia website, City social media platforms, the Monrovia Association of Fine Arts (MAFA),
various artist websites, and direct email notifications to previous Call for Artists participants. A total of
15 qualifying poem submissions were received.

Members of the Art in Public Places Committee were asked to review all qualifying submissions in
advance of the July meeting and rank their top five poems. The five highest-ranked entries are
recommended for selection and, if approved, will be transformed into custom sidewalk stamps for future
installation throughout Monrovia as new sidewalk panels become available.
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The five recommended poems are:

Don’t Tweet About It, BE About It

| left the town to chase my dreams, but things weren’t always as they seemed.
| learned, and grew, and saw what’s true.

Our city’s greatness starts with YOU.

Deer Graze by Trees, Neighbors Wave Hello
Deer graze by trees,

Bears wander through quiet streets —
Neighbors wave hello.

A Town Where Every Heart Feels Near
Craftsman porches warmly glow,
Victorian gables proudly show,

Main Street hums with timeless cheer-

A town where every heart feels near.

Mother Road

Monrovia thrives along the Mother Road,

Where history and new adventures unfold.

Since Route 66 first crossed this valley floor,
Our premier city keeps an open door.

Where every journey invites us to discover more.

Foothill Legacy

Under San Gabriel mountains we rest,
LA’s fourth-oldest city, truly blessed.
Where bears and bobcats share the shade,
Here in Monrovia, memories are made.

FISCAL IMPACT: The proposed budget for the annual Footnotes Program is estimated at $5,000. Art
in Public Places funds are used solely for the manufacturing of the sidewalk stamps. There are
sufficient funds available within the Art in Public Places Fund to cover the program costs.

RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends approval of the 2026 Footnotes Sidewalk Poetry Contest
winners and approval of an expenditure not to exceed $5,000 to implement the Footnotes Program. If

the Committee concurs, then the following action would be a motion to:

Approve the 2026 Footnotes Program pursuant to the recommendations in the staff

report



