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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

 

DEPARTMENT:  Public Works MEETING DATE:  September 1, 2026 

STAFF REFERENCE:  Victoria Rocha, Deputy Public Works Director AGENDA LOCATION:  CC-4 

GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 84308 APPLIES: No  

 
TITLE:  Award of Contract to A.J. Fistes Corporation in an Amount Not to Exceed $408,400.00 for the 
Library Children’s Story Room Expansion, Project No. A-1002; Approve a Project Contingency in an 
Amount Not to Exceed $40,840.00; Approve Task Order No. 131 with Merrell-Johnson Engineering, Inc., 
for Construction Management and Inspection in an Amount Not to Exceed $72,372.50; and Approve the 
Project Design in Accordance with Government Code Section 830.6 
 
OBJECTIVE:  To award a contract to A.J. Fistes Corporation (“A.J. Fistes”) for the Library Children’s 
Story Room Expansion, Project No. A-1002, and approve a task order with Merrell-Johnson Engineering, 
Inc., (“Merrell Johnson”) 
 
BACKGROUND:  The Monrovia Public Library serves as a vital community resource, providing 
educational programming, gathering space, and public services for residents of all ages. Since 2018, the 
City has undertaken planning and design efforts to evaluate enhancements to the library facility to better 
support community programming and operational needs, consistent with the Library Strategic Plan, the 
Park Master Plan, and the Plan to Prevent and Combat Homelessness.  
 
In early 2026, the Library team identified critical priorities, including the need for expanded program 
space, additional storage, and improved functionality within the children’s wing to accommodate growing 
demand for youth programming and story time activities. In 2025 alone, the Library offered 368 youth 
programs for children ages 0–11, serving 26,960 participants. The existing story room and surrounding 
areas have become overcrowded and do not adequately support current programming needs. 
 
On March 3, 2026, the City Council approved Task Order No. 127, authorizing Merrell Johnson to provide 
engineering design and bidding support services for the Monrovia Library Interior Renovation Project. 
Public Works and Library staff worked with Merrell Johnson to develop a project scope that includes 
removal of the existing reference desk, which is no longer in use and occupies significant space, 
relocation of shelving and furniture, installation of mobile shelving to improve flexibility, and expansion of 
the Storytime Room from approximately 700 square feet to approximately 2,000 square feet. These 
improvements are intended to enhance functionality, increase programming capacity, and better serve 
the community. 
 
Staff solicited competitive bids in accordance with the California Public Contracts Code and the City’s 
Purchasing Policy. A Notice Inviting Bids was published in the local newspaper of general circulation. A 
total of fourteen (14) firms attended the mandatory Pre-Bid Meeting. 
 
On August 19, 2026, the City Clerk’s Office received and publicly read aloud eight (8) timely bids with the 
following result: 
 
 
  



Rank Company Location Base Bid Amount 
1 A.J. Fistes Corporation San Pedro, CA $   408,400.00 
2 LM Rasmussen Construction Inc. Alpine, CA $   519,867.00 
3 Aguilar & Calderon Corporation Whittier, CA $   550,292.53 
4 BBS Construction Inc. West Covina, CA $   594,000.00 
5 Garza Construction Inc. Glendora, CA $   670,000.00 
6 Corner Keystone Construction Corp. Covina, CA $   709,243.17 
7 DTP Builders Pasadena, CA $   723,003.77 
8 GMJ Construction Services, Inc. Azusa, CA $   743,200.00 
 
The engineer’s estimate for this project was $724,205.70. Based on analysis of the bids, the low bidder 
has a high level of self-performance, which partially accounts for their substantial difference from the 
engineer’s estimate. 
 
ANALYSIS:  Staff reviewed the bid documents for completeness and investigated the contractor’s 
background, references, and recent projects for competency. A.J. Fistes is identified as the lowest 
responsive bidder and is qualified to complete the work as specified for this project. A.J. Fistes is a 
general contractor with a California Contractor’s License “B,” and has successfully completed multiple 
projects for local education institutions, including University of California Los Angeles, Little Lake City 
School District in Santa Fe Springs, and Mountain View School District in El Monte.  
 
Staff is also requesting approval of a task order under the existing on-call agreement with Merrell Johnson 
for construction management on the Project in an amount not to exceed $72,372.50. These services will 
be provided on a time and materials basis, and these costs are consistent with industry norms for similar 
scopes of work. 
 
Finally, staff recommends that the City Council approve the design of the Library Story Room Expansion, 
Project No. A-1002 by approving the plans and specifications for the Project, in accordance with 
Government Code Section 830.6. 
 
Upon approval of the contract, the project would be mobilized in approximately six to eight weeks and is 
estimated to be completed in approximately 42 working days from the issuance of the Notice to Proceed. 
 
Staff intends to return to Council in the near future to request additional authorization for purchase of 
specialized equipment for use in the children’s wing and at the Library Park exterior.   
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT:  This project is categorically exempt from the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Section 15301 (c) of the CEQA Implementing Guidelines as repair and 
minor alteration of existing facilities. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  In addition to the contract amount of $408,400.00, staff is requesting a 10% 
construction contingency of $40,840.00 to cover the cost of any unforeseen conditions or additional work 
that arises through the completion of this project, as well as a task order with Merrell Johnson for 
construction management in an amount not to exceed $72,372.50. As such, the total funding requested 
for this project is as follows:  
 

Construction $  408,400.00  
Construction Contingency $    40,840.00  
Construction Subtotal $  449,240.00 
Construction Management and Inspection $    72,372.50 
Total Budget $  521,612.50 

 
Funding for this project is available in the City’s Capital Improvement Program budget, under the Library 
Bond Construction Project Fund.   
 
  



OPTIONS:  The following options are presented for consideration: 
 

1. Award contract to A.J Fistes Corporation in an Amount Not to Exceed $408,400.00 for the Library 
Children’s Story Room Expansion, Project No. A-1002; Approve a Project Contingency in an 
Amount Not to Exceed $40,840.00; Approve Task Order No. 131 with Merrell-Johnson 
Engineering, Inc., for $72,372.50; and approve the Project design in accordance with Government 
Code Section 830.6  

2. Reject staff’s recommendation and provide further direction. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends Option 1. 
 
COUNCIL ACTION REQUIRED:  If City Council concurs, the appropriate action would be a motion to 
approve the Plans and Specifications for Project #A-1002, award a contract to A.J Fistes Corporation for 
the Library Children’s Story Room Expansion, Project #A-1002, in an amount not to exceed $408,400.00; 
approve a contingency in an amount not to exceed $40,840.00; approve Task Order No. 131 with Merrell-
Johnson Engineering, Inc., for construction management and inspection in an amount not to exceed 
$72,372.50; and authorize the City Manager to execute the necessary documents in a form approved by 
the City Attorney. 
 



On-Call Agreement for Professional Services 
TASK ORDER 131 

 
This Task Order pertains to the On-Call Agreement by and between City of Monrovia (“CITY”), 
and Merrell-Johnson Engineering, Inc. (“CONSULTANT”), dated July 1, 2026 (“AGREEMENT”).  
 
Task Order 131 is generally described as: 

• Construction Management and Inspection for the Library Story Room Expansion, A-1002 

 
Consultant shall perform services on the project described below as provided herein and in the 
AGREEMENT. This Task Order shall not be binding until it has been properly signed by both 
parties. Upon execution, this Task Order shall supplement the AGREEMENT as it pertains to the 
project described below. 
 
TASK ORDER NUMBER: 131 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Construction Management and Inspection for the Library Story Room 

Expansion, A-1002 
COMPENSATION:  The Engineer’s total compensation for the above-described services shall not 
exceed: 
 

1. Seventy-Two Thousand Three Hundred Seventy-Two and Fifty Hundredths Dollars 
($72,372.50) 

Scope and Timeline: Shall be approved by both parties and described in the project proposal, 
attached to this Task Order and incorporated herein by this reference.    
 
This Task Order is dated this 1st day of September 2026. 
 
Merrell-Johnson Engineering, Inc. 
 
 
Approved: ________________________________________ 
                 Brad Merrell, Merrell Johnson Engineering, Inc.  

 
 
Date: ________________ 

        brad.merrell@merrelljohnson.com  
 
City of Monrovia 
 
 
Approved: _________________________________________ 
                 Dylan Feik, City Manager 
 

 
 
Date: ________________ 
 

 



ENGINEERING | SURVEYING | TESTING | INSPECTION 

22221 US Highway 18   Apple Valley, CA  92307 t) 760-240-8000 f) 760-240-1400 w) www.merrelljohnson.com 

 

  

                     

August 17, 2026 

 

City of Monrovia 

Alex Tachiki   

600 Mountain Avenue  

Monrovia, CA  91016 

atachiki@monroviaca.gov 

 

 

RE: Request for Task Order for Engineering Services for Monrovia Library Story Room 

Expansion Project 

 

Dear Alex: 

 

We are pleased to submit our Fee Proposal/Estimate for the above-mentioned project.  This 

proposal is based on the information provided to our office and our current understanding of the 

project. Our work will consist of Construction Management, On-Site Inspection, and 

Reproduction of Plans for the above-mentioned project. 

Summary Proposal 

 

 Construction Management           $       31,180.00 

 On-Site Inspection      $       39,975.00 

Reproduction /Contractors Plans   $         1,217.50 

Total       $       72,372.50 

 

Please review the above and should you have any questions do not hesitate to contact us. 

Upon your approval, please execute below and return to our office. 

 

Sincerely, 

Merrell-Johnson Engineering, Inc. 

 

 

Brad S. Merrell, P.E. 

President     _______________________________________ 

City of Monrovia / Alex Tachiki 

mailto:atachiki@monroviaca.gov


Exhibit B FEE PROPOSAL/ESTIMATE

Merrell Johnson Companies August 17, 2026

22221 U.S. Highway 18

Apple Valley, CA 92307

City of Monrovia

Engineering Cost Estimate

1. Construction Management 

Scope/Description Hours Rate Total

Principal Engineer 185.00$                      -$                                  

Principal Surveyor 185.00$                      -$                                  

Associate Engineer 165.00$                      -$                                  

Project Manager 160 145.00$                      23,200.00$                       

Project Engineer 165.00$                      -$                                  

Senior Designer 50 130.00$                      6,500.00$                         

Designer 105.00$                      -$                                  

Project Coordinator 105.00$                      -$                                  

Administrative 90.00$                        -$                                  

Qualified SWPPP Developer (QSD) 165.00$                      -$                                  

Qualified SWPPP Practitioner (QSP) 130.00$                      -$                                  

Two-Man Survey Crew 389.00$                      -$                                  

 Vehicle mileage 1480 1.00$                          1,480.00$                         

Sub-total 31,180.00$                       

2. On Site Inspection

Scope/Description Hours Rate Total

Principal Engineer 185.00$                      -$                                  

Principal Surveyor 185.00$                      -$                                  

Associate Engineer 165.00$                      -$                                  

Project Manager 255 145.00$                      36,975.00$                       

Project Engineer 165.00$                      -$                                  

Senior Designer 130.00$                      -$                                  

Designer 105.00$                      -$                                  

Project Coordinator 105.00$                      -$                                  

Administrative 90.00$                        -$                                  

Qualified SWPPP Developer (QSD) 165.00$                      -$                                  

Qualified SWPPP Practitioner (QSP) 130.00$                      -$                                  

Two-Man Survey Crew 389.00$                      -$                                  

 Vehicle mileage 3000 1.00$                          3,000.00$                         

Sub-total 39,975.00$                       

Proposal for Engineering Services for Monrovia Library Story Room Expansion 

Project 

On-Site Inspection & Coordination, Inspect work in Progress, Final Inspection & Punch List, 

Reports, Record Documentation. (Project Duration 3 Months) 

Construction Management - Schedule and conduct Pre-Construction meeting, Project Schedule 

review & Recommendation, Notice to proceed, Conduct Bi-Monthly Construction Progress 

Meetings, Submittal Review, & Processing, Pay Request Review & Processing, Labor Compliance 

Review, Change Order Review & Negotiation, As-built Drawings and/or Close Out Documents.   
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Exhibit B FEE PROPOSAL/ESTIMATE

3. Reproduction/Contractors Plans

Scope/Description Hours Rate Total

Project Manager 2 185.00$                      370.00$                            

Senior Designer 130.00$                      -$                                  

Designer 105.00$                      -$                                  

Project Coordinator 2 105.00$                      210.00$                            

Administrative 90.00$                        -$                                  

Bond (24 x 36) 100 6.00$                          600.00$                            

Bond (30 x 42) 8.00$                          -$                                  

Mylar (24 x 36) 10.00$                        -$                                  

Mylar (30 x 42) 15.00$                        -$                                  

Photographic Paper (24 x 36) 26.00$                        -$                                  

Photographic Paper (30 x 42) 30.00$                        -$                                  

CD 10.00$                        -$                                  

8 1/2 x 11 0.35$                          -$                                  

8 1/2 x 14 0.50$                          -$                                  

11 x 17 50 0.75$                          37.50$                              

Sub-total 1,217.50$                         

Total Merrell-Johnson Engineering 72,372.50$                       

The cost for plotting and running prints is based on the number of prints each agency requires 

for submittal and the client is requesting.  This is invoiced on a time and materials basis. Plotting 

will also be invoiced on a time and materials basis per our schedule of fees.  Time and Fees are 

estimated based on our understanding of the project scope at the time of this proposal.   
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